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Fig. 1: Stephen King 
1:30 AM EDT, September 21, 1947 
Portland, Maine: 43N40, 70W15 


Fig. 2: Precessed Solar Return 
3:09:03 AM EDT, September 21, 1998 


Stephen King 


The best-selling author suffered multiple fractures 
of his right leg and hip, a collapsed lung and cut 
scalp on June 19, 1999 at approximately 4:40 p.m. 
EDT (source: Morning Sentinel, a local Maine 
newspaper, of June 21, 1999). He was hit from 
behind by a van when walking along a rural road 
in North Lovell, a small mountain town in Maine 
(44N21, 70W49), where he lives. The driver of the van apparently lost 
control after being distracted by his dog, which was loose inside the ve- 
hicle. No charges were filed against the driver. 

King is the author of best sellers such as Misery, The Shining, and The 
Dark Tower. 26 of his 63 books have been made into films, and nine 
into TV movies. His 1974 book Carrie, about an awkward teenager with 
supernatural powers, launched him to literary stardom in the world of the 
horror genre. 

King's natal chart (source: himself) is shown at Figure 1. o at 24°11' 
@ is close to the natal 29°52' G Ascendant, which squares the draconic 
position of K at 29°54' T. This o*-X-ASC combination warns of unex- 
pected physical violence; until now that was sublimated in his writing. 

The accident is clearly foretold in his current solar return (see Figure 
2), which has 19°23' Q rising, close to natal », with o” at 19°58'. Tran- 
sit 0 on natal » angular in a return often indicates acute physical suffer- 
ing during the ensuing period. It is perhaps the most ugly of all transits: 
warning of a nasty fall, being knocked down (as happened here) or oth- 
erwise injured. Placed so close to the rising degree, it tells of physical 
discomfort and pain, the likelihood of becoming hospitalized and experi- 
encing surgery. 

In the converse solar return (11:47 p.m. EDT, September 18, 1896) P, 
which is with o* and ¥ in the 12" house, exactly squares the return's MC 
— shock, coming with stunning force, creating crisis after crisis. The 
return's o is conjunct the draconic position of natal P, which is an indi- 
cator of surgery, and \; squares the draconic place of natal o’, to show in 
this instance benefit from medical treatment. 

The preceding lunar return (7:52 p.m. EDT, May 30, 1999) had 5°56' 
% rising with B at 9°07' X exactly opposing the © at 9°07' IT — the 
symbolism of a "put up or shut up" situation, and the start of a new cycle. 
In the same lunation, the 9-c"-4 T-cross centers on the position of 
King's natal o, which is a further indication of the need for medical as- 
sistance. 

Adjusting the birth time to 1:30:10 AM EDT brings » to the IC by 
converse direction (Naibod key) at the time of the accident. ©) 
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The Intersection of 
Ecliptic & Galactic Equator 


KEN GILLMAN 


N HIS BOOK Mathematical Astronomy Morsels', Jean Meeus in- 
cludes a brief chapter in which he discusses when the galactic 
equator will pass exactly through the solstitial points of the ecliptic. 
The solstitial points are those points of the ecliptic (or zodiac) at 
celestial longitude 90° and 270° that we know as 0° & and 0° 6. 
The center of the solar disk reaches these points at the times of the sum- 
mer and winter solstices. 
The galactic equator is the great circle on the celestial sphere that 
passes through the plane of the Milky Way — the Milky Way galaxy is 
the huge star system of which our © is a member. 


"Jean Meeus. Mathematical Astronomy Morsels. Richmond, Virginia, 1966: 
Willmann-Bell. pp. 301-303. 
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The star map on the previous page (reproduced from Jean Meeus' 
fascinating book) shows that the Galactic Equator and the Ecliptic inter- 
sect very close, virtually on, the line that is labeled '6" ('6" is the right 
ascension expressed in hours, in astrological terms 6" = 90° or 0° ). 

By reason of precession — the slow, gradual turning of the Earth's 
axis around the poles of the ecliptic — the celestial longitude of every 
star increases by 50.3 arc-seconds per year or 1° of longitude every 72 
years. This holds not only for the stars but also for points such as the 
intersections of the galactic equator and the ecliptic. Consequently, these 
points of intersection slowly move eastward with respect to the vernal 
equinox. 

Jean Meeus decided to identify the moment when the galactic equator 
passed exactly through 0° & and 0° 4. He produced the following table: 


Dynamical Julian & B 
Time Ephemeris (RA) (Latitude) 
Day 


1900 Jan 0.5 2415 020.0 88.61897° +29.81250° 
1950 Jan 1.0 | 2433 282.5 89.32095° +29.81195° 
2000 Jan 1.5 2451 545.0 90.02309° +29.81138° 
2050 Jan 1.0 | 2469 807.5 90.72537° +29.81078° 
2100 Jan 1.5 2488 070.0 91.42781° +29.81016° 


‘1950 Jan 1.0' equals 1950 January 0.9235 in ephemeris time. 


Meeus states that "By inverse interpolation of the values of A given in 
the table, one finds that the value of A = 90° is reached in May 1998. 
Hence in May 1998 both solstitial points (the summer and winter ones) 
will be situated on the ‘official’ galactic equator." 

I have repeated Meeus' inverse interpolation (Newton method) in 
more detail and find that the solstitial points were actually at the galactic 
equator just before midnight (at 23:53:16 ephemeris time to be precise) 
on May 10" 1998. A chart set for this time has a close © ¢ o and 9 4B, 
with the close-to-full ) separating from 0 X. At Washington DC the O 
¢ is setting as the 18" degree of Tl rises. 

Whether a chart cast for this moment has any meaning or not, we do 
know that the 1998 summer and winter solstices were unique. For the 
first time in nearly 26,000 years the solstice © was also aligned closely 
with the galactic equator. 
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Intersection of Ecliptic & Galactic Equator 
23:53 UT, 10" May 1998 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia: 44N50, 20E30 


\ is in its own sign, while 2 and » are in their own terms. The © and 
o both have strong mutual receptions with 2. co may also be further 
aided by its mutual reception with the ), though I am somewhat cautious 
about this as both bodies are in their detriment. 

In the above chart, set for Belgrade, the recent target of NATO's 
bombs, 19!4° = rises, squared from the 3™ house by the © ¢ o%, and P is 
at the MC. While the longitude of the fixed star Antares is 9°44' % (at 
Pristina in Kosovoa the chart's MC is 9°39! 7), it culminates at an RA of 
247°19'. At Belgrade the RAMC is 247°19'. 

As most know, in early times Antares fixed the autumnal point and 
was known as the Watcher of the West. It pointed to where the © set, to 
where the its life-giving light dies, and thus directed man's attention to 
his own death and a promised afterlife. As the Heart of the Scorpion, 
Antares may be the single cause of all the bad things ancient astrologers 
had to say — and which modern practitioners continue to repeat — about 
TN, the least-liked zodiacal sign. 

Antares exactly culminating at this moment at Belgrade is surely apt. 
It is suggested that transits and directions to this chart, relocated to dif- 


ferent cities, should be carefully watched. © 


Styles of Chart Interpretation 


ANDREW PATTERSON 


/ OR WHAT PURPOSES DO WE CAST CHARTS? 

| Probably because we deal so much with charts for the birth of a 
human being, we may forget that this is not the only application 
of a horoscope. Since it is just a diagram of the positions of the 
planets for a given time, date and place, a horoscope can apply to any- 
thing associated with that moment. It is only a birth chart if that moment 
happened to be one in which a baby drew its first breath. In fact, a birth 
chart is only one example of an inception chart, which is cast for the 
time that something came into existence. The fundamental assumption 
of every inception chart is that information about the future of that 

something is contained in the chart in some coded form. 

An inception chart that is not cast for the birth of a human being is an 
example of a whole class of charts that could be called non-personal. 
One of these is a political chart, set up for the time, date and place a new 
country officially comes into existence, perhaps because of the publica- 
tion of a new constitution. Then there is an ingress chart, which is for 
the moment the © enters a sign of the zodiac, especially & or 6. This is 
reckoned to provide a forecast of coming events, either in a particular 
country, or in the world as a whole. An especially interesting example 
of an inception is the decumbiture chart, which is cast for the time an ill 
person takes to his or her bed. When properly interpreted, this is said to 
contain information about the nature of the disease, the best treatment, 
and even the prognosis. Inception charts, of whatever kind, are drawn 
up for the beginning of something, and the moment for which it is drawn 
up is dictated by when the event occurs. This process is reversed in the 
case of election charts: here the astrologer is asked to choose a good 
time and date for an event, so that its success in the future can be guar- 
anteed, In certain Eastern societies, this is invariably done for a wed- 
ding, for instance. 

We may also set up a chart without necessarily having the future in 
mind. There is such a thing as an event chart, which is used to reveal the 
nature and meaning of something that has occurred. It might be cast for 
the time of a murder (to see if the identity of the murderer is somehow 
indicated in the chart), or for the crash of an aircraft, or the sinking of a 
ship, so as to uncover the cause of the tragedy. One big area of astro- 
logical practice is mundane astrology, which makes use of political and 
ingress charts, together with other apparatus such as eclipses, solstices 
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and lunations. The aim of this area of astrology is to forecast long-term 
economic trends such as commodity and stock market prices, or the fu- 
tures of groups of people, or whole countries.’ 

There is also horary astrology, which like the interpretation of an 
event chart, is a form of divination. Horary astrology is concerned with 
the answering of a question, usually one that is causing the enquirer con- 
siderable anxiety. A chart is cast for the moment that the question is put 
to the astrologer. Some questions seek information, such as ‘Where is 
my cat?', or they may look for advice, such as ‘Should I sell my house?’, 
or they may be quite profound, such as 'What is the future of Western 
Civilisation?’ But whatever the question, there exists a complex set of 
tules by means of which the chart can be read so as to reveal the an- 
swer. 


HE STYLE OF ASTROLOGICAL REPORTS 

The purpose of this article is to review the sorts of things that 

astrologers say when they are producing an interpretation of a 

horoscope. In order to keep the material within manageable 
limits, we had better confine ourselves to birth charts alone, and a good 
start would be to consider some typical examples of astrologers' reports. 
In the overwhelming majority of cases, astrologers deliver prognostica- 
tions to their clients verbally, and so their remarks would be difficult to 
reproduce here. However, written delineations are published from time 
to time in various periodicals, and the following are some extracts from a 
selection of them. 


A: Extract from an analysis of ‘Sally’, a nine-year old girl, submitted by 
a reader of The Astrological Journal ’, as an entry to a competition: 

This is actually a tremendously able chart. The Sun is in the 10th house, the 
house of the career, in the mentally alert and versatile sign Gemini and he is the 
ruler of the chart as a whole. Sally is therefore curious about everything and 
interested in everything and able to pick up knowledge about what interests her 
very quickly. She may not always go very deeply into things — she is impatient 
when things are gone over too often — but she will hanker after a career in 
which she can use her mind, communicate with others whom she respects at first 
as more advanced than she is but whom she intends to equal, and come to shine 
eventually as ‘brilliant’. And quite probably she will achieve just this. The Sun 
is only two degrees away from the Part of Fortune, situated in six degrees of 
Gemini and indicating the area of life in which fulfilment is instinctively sought. 


: Baigent, Michael, Campion, Nicholas & Harvey, Charles. Mundane Astrol- 
ogy. Aquarian Press 1984. 

2 Appleby, Derek. Horary Astrology. Aquarian Press 1985. 

3 published in the November/December 1987 issue. 
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Moreover he is strengthened by a trine to Pluto in Libra, placed in the Placidus 
3rd house (mental balance and ability to see both sides of a question, coupled 
with a faculty to learn with comprehension and teach with insight into the needs 
of those being taught) or in the 2nd house by Equal House system (the same 
abilities, but applies more especially in an earning situation). In childhood 
therefore all tendencies in these directions should be encouraged. Mentally 
Sally CAN communicate and enjoys communicating, but it has to be on a level 
she considers mature (‘adult’) and intelligent. She doesn't like fools (she can be 
very satirical with them) and she is not drawn to mysticism and hates sentimen- 
tality. A teacher who doesn't feel threatened by a really bright child who asks a 
lot of questions should find her very stimulating, and if so will stimulate her 
back. I think you have already mutually stimulated each other in this way. (You 
find her ‘intelligent, clear-thinking and original’). Go on doing this, and intro- 
duce her to other people who are also intelligent, clear-thinking and original. 


B: Extract from another analysis 
of Sally in the same journal: 

Sally is basically about developing 
herself as a unique individual and then 
contributing her distinctive self to the 
community. Her role in life seems to 
be becoming all of who she can be as 
a separate single person. This means 
she will need to stand on her own, 
become impervious to certain outside 
social pressures, develop her own in- 
ner resources, and thus discover who she is and who not. 1 believe Sally wants 
and likes the company of others, but she is equally capable of being alone and 
content. In fact, it appears to me as though she has to deal with the issues of 
independence and self-reliance first, in childhood, before she feels secure, 
trusting and ready enough to join fully in a social life. When this extremely in- 
dividualistic period is over, perhaps in her early thirties as she comes into fuller 
maturity, she will be able and willing to pick up whatever tact or social graces 
she may not have needed so much before. 


C: Extract from a chart analysis done by a student of astrology, who 
received a distinction for it in his qualifying examination. The chart is 
of a young woman called Penny. 

Penny has Venus conjunct Saturn in Scorpio in the 6th. A Saturn contact to 
anything shows, first and foremost, some kind of obstacle. This often manifests 
as a kind of limitation and requires the person to challenge their perceptions 
and modes of behaviour (rather then be inhibited by) the energy. With Venus 
involved, there is obviously some difficulty in expressing affection and in experi- 
encing love and happiness. Part of the reason why this is so painful is because 
it affects a person's ability to be trusting, romantic, openhearted, free-spirited, 
and to enjoy relating to people. For women — this is particularly important 
because it affects their ability to express their femininity. Being in Scorpio, all 
the pain and difficulty is kept very close to home. Penny not only experiences 
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typical difficulties with Venus-Saturn but her difficulties are profoundly emo- 
tional and kept passionately secret. This condition can be destructive unless it 
is somehow brought into harmony with the rest of the personality. Unfortu- 
nately for Penny, this conjunction makes no aspects to any other planets in the 
chart, and the trine to the MC in Pisces serves only to make her feel even more 
vulnerable, Add to this the fact that Penny's Venus is retrograde (direct by pro- 
gression at 1-2 years of age), showing a hesitance and holding-back about love 
and relationships. All this adds up to someone who finds loving relationships 
troublesome, wounding, and unfulfilling. 


D: Extract from a printed analysis prepared for a mature woman by an 
institution headed by an internationally renowned astrologer. 

Thus, hidden behind the kind person everyone, including yourself, believes 
you to be, there is an erratic, irresponsible and self-willed spirit which resents 
all ties and commitments, and strives to soar upwards into the realms of the 
mind and the imagination and outward in travel and adventures in external life. 
This hidden side of you is powerful and creative, but obviously it offers you tre- 
mendous challenge; for if you refuse to live it, then it will live itself, through the 
people whom you attract into your life, and ultimately through your own chil- 
dren — who are likely to act it out in the ancient time-honoured fashion and 
reject you when you need them the most. You could spare yourself much heart- 
break in life if you could understand that, however highly you value selflessness 
and responsibility to others, you are human and not a candidate for canonisa- 
tion; and you possess more than your share of independence and eccentricity. It 
is possible to make better friends with your shadow-side without becoming a 
"bad" person, and it is not mutually exclusive with being a loving and loved 
person. But your understanding of love may be a little too naive, sentimental 
and one-dimensional, and not broad enough to encompass true tolerance of 
yourself as you are. 


E: Extract from a computer programme developed by a leading interna- 
tional software house. The subject had » in Tl) and 2 * 4. 

The process of finding out who we are (self-discovery) starts when we come 
to grips with whatever problems life presents to us and begin to get a handle on 
them. In other words, if we have not dealt with Saturn, or time (that is, if we 
don't have some control of time), there is little opportunity for other questions. 
Saturn rules the laws and limitations of this material world we all live in. Sat- 
urn indicates where we are bound to learn, the narrowness that makes our way 
felt, the walls that make homes possible. Saturn holds us together as much as 
apart. Saturn is said to be the great teacher, the planet that keeps us from get- 
ting carried away in on direction or another. Although it always seeks to limit 
and determine any thought, word or action, it also defines and clarifies. Saturn 
is called the prince of the material world. (Saturn in Virgo) You have a ten- 
dency to avoid responsibility or work and to put off taking care of details — 
delinquency. Application and practice is the remedy. Be specific. Take care of 
every last detail. Develop and use your critical faculties. Take care of business 
(Saturn sextile Venus). An innate love of truth, essentialness, even adversity. A 
fierce sense of loyalty for loved ones. Protective and security minded. You have 
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a love affair with the practical and useful; you love to work and work with love. 
Form follows function. 


It would be tedious to analyse in detail the five extracts we have 
just been looking at, but there is no harm in making some gen- 
eral comments about the genus as a whole. Astrological reports 
of the kind from which the extracts were taken are made up essentially 
of a series of statements. Statements are the stock-in-trade of astrolo- 
gers, and it could be said that astrology itself is a body of statements 
(amongst other things). The statements are of various kinds, They may 
be assertions or explanations; they may amount to exhortations or 
warnings; they may boil down to predictions or descriptions; and so on. 
What is very useful is to study carefully not so much the statements that 
are made, but the kinds of statements that are made. We will do this 
shortly, critically appraising each class of statement. But first, some ob- 
servations about the style that is used. 
One of the things we notice in written astro- 
probably logical reports like those above is that there is a 
good deal of hedging. The text is dotted with 
usually often words like ‘probably’, ‘usually’, and ‘often’, and 
there are plenty of phrases like 'tends to’, ‘it is 
likely that’, and ‘unless otherwise indicated’, The 
language is also noticeably hesitant. Both of 
these are signs that the writer, understandably, is 
not certain about whatever is being stated. This 
is because statements made in chart interpreta- 
tions are derived from the general symbolism of 
the configurations in the chart. We could expect 
hedging to be more noticeable in a written delineation, because the client 
is not there to tell the astrologer the precise way in which he or she is 
expressing the symbolism. I cannot believe that any serious astrologer 
would be comfortable interpreting a chart without the client being pres- 
ent. When he or she is, there is the opportunity for the exchange of a 
great deal of information. This benefits both the astrologer and the cli- 
ent, who would go away with a clearer understanding of himself/herself, 
and presumably the circumstances that brought him or her to the astrolo- 
ger in the first place. Apart from that, the value of the personal ex- 
change is that when general symbolism comes into the reading, the client 
can tell the astrologer how the generalities of the symbols are translating 
in his or her life into the particularities of the manifestations. Or as as- 
trologers say, how he/she is expressing his/her energies. 
A second hallmark of analyses of this type is that it is not clear what 
the client is supposed to do about the statements that have been made. 


C OMMON FEATURES of astrological interpretations 
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What action is he or she meant to take? It reminds one of the warning 
signs so often seen near airports: Beware low-flying aircraft, What are 
you expected to do? Duck? It seems to me that an astrology that is 
purely descriptive, saying what sort of a person you are, what you like 
doing, what you look like and what you want, is of very limited value. It 
is static, rather than dynamic, denying you the opportunity to take charge 
of your life. Similar remarks could be passed about astrology that is 
predictive, that sets out merely to state what will happen to you. We will 
return to this point later. 

The five extracts were all drawn from responsible and reputable 
sources, but astrological reports sometimes have characteristics that are 
very unpalatable. One of these is the practice of filling up the text with 
quotations, allusions and references from a hundred other sources whose 
sole purpose, it seems, is to prove how clever and well read the astrolo- 
ger is. Quotations from leading astrologers are legitimate, presumably, 
if they help to clarify a point, and so are those from Freud, Jung and 
other psychological giants, with the same proviso. But when it comes to 
poetry (particularly the products of the Twentieth Century), and pop 
philosophy, such as Kahlil Gibran, doubt begins to creep in. And when 
Gurdjieff and Ouspensky are mentioned, it is hard to believe this is not 
sheer showing off. Astrologers who do this sort of thing may have lost 
sight of their main purpose, which is to communicate help and under- 
standing to the client. 

A second style that is regrettably not so rare is the report that is a 
deluge of statements, an avalanche of words. After every phrase of 
every sentence, I want to shout ‘Stop, stop! Where does that come 
from? How do you derive that? What has that to do with what you just 
said?' The impression is of a wild breathless chase from one half-formed 
idea to the next, as if what was important was the sheer number of words 
rather than the clear and systematic ordering of ideas. It has been sug- 
gested, unfortunately, that the method of teaching of at least one well- 
known international school of astrology encourages this sort of thing. 


ae THINGS TO THINK ABOUT, I 


a 

on cd You may find it amusing and informative to tackle 
= the questions that follow. In case you get stuck, 

* some hints to the answers are given at the end. 
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1. Read the passage labelled A. 
a. Can you find a sentence in this passage that is probably mean- 
ingless? If so, why is it meaningless? 
b. ‘Sally is therefore curious...'. What does the author say that justifies 
this generalisation? Surely I only applies to matters of the © and 
the Tenth House? 
¢. ‘And quite probably....'. How probably? Is it possible that she will 
not achieve this at all? 
d. '.... Pluto in Libra ete. 
House systems in this way? 


Do you think it is legitimate to mix 
If not, why not? 


2. Read the passage labelled B in the text, and think about the follow- 
ing: 

a. What is shaky about the first four sentences? 

b. Looking at the last sentence, which planet do you think the writer 
is referring to? 

c. Do you agree that the fourth sentence is self-contradictory? If so, 
what is the nature of the contradiction? 


3. Now study passage C. 
a. Humanistically, what could we object to in the second sentence? 
b. ‘Being in Scorpio... close to home'. What might ‘close to home’ 
mean? What pain? Has he told us? 
¢. Consider the last sentence. What is the nature of the trouble? 
Does he tell us? 


4. Go to passage D, and proceed in the same way. 

a. Do you think the subject knows what her 'shadow-side' is? 

b. What is one-dimensional love? 

c. ‘The hidden side ... need them the most'. What does all this mean? 

d. What would the woman who solicited this report have got out of 
it? What understanding of herself would she have achieved, and 
what action should she take? 


5. Now consider passage E. 
a. Read as far as‘... the material world’. What has the native learned 
from this? 
b. The ® in Tf section suggests that the native is not doing Tlf things 
adequately. But does not » in TI also mean that the » is expressed in 
Tl fashion? Which is correct? 
¢. What does ‘form follows function’ mean? 


6. Go through all five passages and pick out instances of hedging. 
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If we were to make a systematic study of a goodly number of 

reports and articles on astrology, we would find that the state- 

ments they contain could be grouped under a number of head- 
ings. One such classification follows, but I hasten to add that others 
would be equally valid, depending on one's own point of view. In the 
material that comes after the table examples are given of each category 
of statement, and comment is offered about their validity and usefulness. 
Needless to say, these value judgements are my own. Wherever possi- 
ble, I have taken examples from the astrological literature, so as not to be 
accused of just making them up. But the most exotic specimens invaria- 
bly occur in verbal presentations, or are scraps of conversations that are 
fortuitously overheard, or come forth during teaching sessions, unfortu- 
nately. 

Meanings of the planets: what they stand for in the chart. 


C LASSIFICATION of astrological statements 


Descriptions of your appearance 
your occupation 
personal attributes 
character traits 
items of behaviour 
other people 


Predictions of events: the life as a whole 
important events in it 


Subjective experience: feelings 
perceptions 
needs and desires 


Psychology: pop psychology 
depth psychology 


The mystic and poetic: philosophical principles 
myths and deities 
poetic images 
esoteric statements 


The general: what applies to every- 
one 
good sound advice 
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EANINGS OF THE PLANETS 
To begin with, some examples of statements that rest on as- 


sociations with planets alone. Here is one drawn from the 
patter of an astrological fortune-teller: 
Your luck lies in the hidden realms. You will constantly find that you 
will get help at the last minute from an unexpected source. 
The planet being referred to here is of course 4, and the full set of as- 
sociations is typically the following. 


© — Success 4 Luck 

) Emotions *% — Obstacles 

3 Communication Disruptions 

2 Romance ¥ — Disappointments 
o Passions EB Rebirth 


What could be simpler that that? "Your Fate in the Stars' in a nut- 
shell. All we have to do is add some associations with the houses and 
signs, and we have an astrology — an astrology that earns many a good 
living from the unsophisticated. 

Here is another example. This time a planet is seen as a quality or 
ability or attribute that the native possesses, rather than something that 
merely happens to him, or by which he is overtaken. 

Your power to expend energy is very high, being trined by the expan- 
sive planet Jupiter. 

No prize for guessing that ‘power to expend energy’ is a reference to 
o*. This is an extract from a scheme such as the following, in which the 
planets symbolise a set of powers that we may have. The Faculty of As- 
trological Studies has taught something very similar to this. 


© Individual power 

) Instinctive power 

¥% Power to Communicate 
2 Power to relate 

o& Power to exert energy 


Power to grow 

Power of self-control 
Power to make changes 
Power to perceive the ideal 
Power to rebuild 


M+ ete 


Variations on the theme occur, as individual schools and individual 
teachers choose slightly different words or phrases. For instance, P 
might be associated with rebirth or renewal rather than rebuilding. 
Sometimes too, the powers may be referred to as capacities. Hence, P 
might be one's capacity for renewal. 
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Margaret Hone, in the keywords she proposes for the planets, seems 
to mix together both personal qualities and impersonal influences. Here 
is her listing.’ 


Power, vitality, self-expression. 

Response, fluctuation 

Communication (mentally and by transport) 
Harmony, unison, relatedness. 

Energy, heat, activation 

Expansion, preservation 

Limitation, cold 

Change (revolutionary, disruptive, dictato- 
rial) 

Nebulousness, impressionability 
Elimination, renewal, regeneration 


1 +€ Rte awmwwo 


Notice too that in the last example, 4 is being credited with the abil- 
ity to exert an influence on co’, in his particular case an enlargement or 
increase or enhancement of whatever 0’ brings about. %, similarly, 
would cause restriction, and so on for the remaining planets. 

In these examples the planets are being treated as if they were entities 
that bestow characteristics, or visit events on people, from the outside. 
The objection to this is that it reduces the human being to a set of func- 
tions, psychological or otherwise, which are described by the astrologer 
in the role of an external observer. What is omitted is how it feels to be 
the client, how he/she experiences his/her life. He/she may also run 
away with the idea that everything is fixed and immutable, written in the 
stars, no less, and cast in concrete. The belief that nothing can be altered 
might be expected to discourage the taking of personal responsibility, to 
say nothing of efforts directed at growth. 


ESCRIPTIONS 
Now here is an example based on personal appearance.” 
(@ on the Ascendant): A short, slender person, not well 
formed; long, thin face; thin beard; chin, long; black, or dark 
coarse hair; narrow chest; long, small neck; weak knees, and of a bad gait 
generally. 
When you make predictions about a person's physical appearance, in- 
cluding height and weight, complexion, hair colour, facial features, and 


* Hone, Margaret. Applied Astrology. Fowler, 1962. 


5 Raphael. The Key and Guide to Astrology. Foulsham ca.1905. 
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so on, you are skating on very thin ice. Sometimes, but only sometimes, 
do people exhibit an appearance that is symbolised by the Rising Sign, 
or planets in the First House, as tradition requires, but mostly they do 
not. It's worth remembering that a birth chart cannot even tell you 
whether the subject is a man or a woman! It may refer to the birth of a 
mouse, the occurrence of an event, or the sudden eruption of an idea. 
Two women with whom I am acquainted have ) in the First House. One 
has ~ rising and the other I]. The first is tall, slim and elegant, and the 
influence of the ) shows only in her personality and her cosseting of 
herself. The other is short and very well rounded, despite the rising II, 
which seems to have had no influence at all. 

Occupation: People with Sun in Scorpio are drawn to the recycling of 
materials, so you may consider being a scrap dealer. Alternatively, you would 
find satisfaction in being a butcher or surgeon. 

To some astrologers this will of course be sheer nonsense. They stem 
from a 19th Century tradition that associates © signs with a variety of 
professions and callings, but in practice they do not work. The popular 
modern view is that what one can tell from the © sign is not the occupa- 
tion that a person will have, but the style that he or she places on what- 
ever occupation he or she does have. 

For many years I was a consultant for a group of companies which 
had departments responsible for the industrial health of the workforce. 
Altogether there were fourteen such departments, and I noticed that 
amongst the departmental heads every © Sign in the zodiac was repre- 
sented. They were all doing the same job, but the © % had the best sys- 
tems and organisation, the © = did his work by maintaining good per- 
sonal relationships with line supervisors, the © Q functioned by his 
authoritarian issuing of instructions, and so on. The © Sign predicted 
not what occupation they had, but the way they did it. 

An example of a personal attribute is intelligence. Any aspect between 
Mercury and Uranus, such as you have, bestows high intelligence. 

Although aspects between ? and \{ may tell us something about the 
manner in which the native thinks and communicates, they will not say 
how bright he or she is. A young woman of my acquaintance was brain 
damaged as a child, and has grown up mentally retarded. Yet she has a 
tight conjunction between these two planets, which would convention- 
ally indicate high intelligence. When this was pointed out to her mother, 
who is knowledgeable in astrology, she said: "I know, but she is very 
intelligent, considering!" There is a logic here that defeats me. 

The two benefics, Venus and Jupiter, are in conjunction in the caring sign of 
Cancer, and the Moon in Pisces shows both sensitivity and intuition. 

This is a good example of a statement about character traits, in this 
case telling us, presumably, that the native is caring, sensitive and intui- 
tive. The trouble with it is that it tums something that is restricted in 
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meaning into something that is global. It may very well be that the na- 
tive is caring in the area influenced by the conjunction of the benefics in 
&, but is not generally true of the personality as a whole, whatever that 
may mean. Furthermore, this person may very well have characteristics 
dictated by other formations in the chart that are anything but caring. 
Hence, statements such as ‘you are a bright, aware outspoken person’ 
should be regarded with a good deal of suspicion. 

An item of behaviour: People like you with Mars in Taurus are always 
found digging in the garden. 

The danger with assertions like people with o” in & loving to work in 
gardens is that it may be true for some such people, and true for many 
others who do not have o in ©. This is a good example of picking on 
the wrong particular manifestation of a general symbolism. We simply 
mark specific statements like this with a red flag. A practising astrologer 
of my acquaintance told a client that because her daughter had 0’ in =, 
she would like sword dancing. When the mother responded that the 
child did not do this kind of dancing, she was told that the child ought 
to! This was based on a single instance the astrologer had come across 
of a person with co” in being enthusiastic about Scottish dancing. 

An example of a statement about other people is the following: Since 
your Moon is in Pisces in the 10th, your mother is an emotionally scattered per- 
son. 

Although followers of mysticism teach that the universe and all its 
contents are one, it is difficult to accept that it is possible to tell some- 
thing about one person from the horoscope of someone else. At least, 
not something objective. Certainly your subjective experience of some- 
one else can be read from your chart. So while our client in this case 
may experience her mother as an emotionally scattered person, we are 
certainly not entitled to say that the mother really is emotionally scat- 
tered as judged by other people in general. I am aware that this position 
would be hotly contested by many astrologers. 


REDICTING EVENTS 

Here is an example of event prediction. It is of a kind that ap- 

pears to have been popular at the beginning of the century. One 

might have hoped that it and its fellows had died out by now, but 
it is verbatim the interpretation of ) in the 6" House given to me by my 
own teacher of astrology as recently as 1977. Although it would be clas- 
sified formally as a 'personal communication’, delineations very like it 
can found in early editions of The A to Z Horoscope Maker and De- 
lineator.® It betrays also the fondness of event predictors for bad news! 


© George, Llewellyn. The A to Z Horoscope Maker and Delineator. Llewellyn 
Publications, 1976. 
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The Sixth House is not a good house for any planet, as it betokens poor 
health; if the Moon is in a mutable sign there is a danger of tuberculosis or 
other lung disease; in fixed signs the danger is gravel or stones; in cardinal 
signs there is stomach trouble or bad nerves. 

The unfortunate native can at least console himself with the thought 
that the prediction does not pinpoint precisely when he will be struck 
down. The illness could occur at any stage during the lifetime, or it 
could be chronic. Who knows, he may escape it entirely! 

However, is that really all that ) in the 6" House means? Is the sole 
function of that configuration to visit lung disease, stones, stomach trou- 
ble or bad nerves upon the native? Is the majesty of the heavens no 
more important than that? 

Furthermore, are such predictions even true? There is a notorious 
aphorism in this type of astrology to the effect that when a certain planet 
is in the 8" House (to avoid spreading alarm, I will not say which one), 
the native will die by drowning. Now if there are twelve houses in the 
horoscope it follows that as a very rough average one person in twelve 
will die by drowning. This simply does not square with the facts. Sup- 
porters of this type of astrology, when pressed, point out that there are 
also such things as emphysema, tuberculosis and lung cancer. These 
could be viewed as forms of drowning, thus triumphantly vindicating the 
prediction. Sorry, that doesn't work. What's more, an astrologer who 
trades in this kind of material is on dangerous moral and ethical ground. 
It is arrogance to assume the prediction is correct. It is ignorance to 
pretend that the only influence ) in the 6" will have is to bring disease, 
and it is wicked to put fear into people in this way. 

Notice too the hedging. The anonymous compiler of this interpreta- 
tion has included the phrase '... there is a danger of...'. He has now cov- 
ered himself. Because if the disease occurs, the danger materialised; if it 
does not, it did not. This is a good example of what scientists call unfal- 
sifiability. A valid theory must contain within itself the conditions under 
which it will fail; if an assertion is unfalsifiable, that is a sure sign that it 
is nonsense. To illustrate this concept, there is the story of the mission- 
ary who was asked by a drought-stricken African tribe what they could 
do to bring rain. He advised them to pray. After they had prayed and no 
rain had fallen, they applied to him again, and he told them they had not 
prayed hard enough. His theory that prayer would bring rain was unfal- 
sifiable; it did not admit the possibility that prayer had no connection 
with rainfall at all. 

Experience does not support the prediction by astrology of any con- 
crete event. When a hit is made, you may be sure that it was just lucky, 
or was made as the result of some source of information that is not so 


Patterson: Styles of Chart Interpretation 


much conscious and rational as intuitive or psychic. In making this 
statement I can anticipate the reaction of the 'nuts-and-bolts' astrologers, 
who trade in what is politely called 'event-orientated' astrology, but 
many of the events in our lives have no connection with the contents of 
our horoscopes. This comes is a surprise not just to most members of 
the public, but some astrology students as well! Isn't the prediction of 
events what astrology is all about? 


UBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE 

Now here are three examples of astrological statements that are 
the sorts of statement that a humanistic or person-centred astrolo- 
ger might make. 

You have an afflicted Neptune in the Ninth, so amongst other things you are 
deeply conscious of the plight of the poor. This is an example of feelings. 

A perception would be: Your Moon is square Pluto, which while beto- 
kening a fundamental lack of security may also make you experience your 
mother as an ogress, threatening and dominating you. 

An example of a need is: Wherever the Moon lies by house tells us where 
you need and seek emotional security. In your case it is in the Second House, so 
you will seek security in money and material possessions. 

And a desire: You want to be the boss, to run things, to be the master of the 
house. 

Generally speaking, people react well to statements that describe 
their experience of the inner life. Provided they are expressed suffi- 
ciently precisely, without vagueness and generality, it is quite easy for a 
client to decide whether they are true or not. Of course, the laboratory 
scientist is justifiably suspicious of any phenomenon that is not objec- 
tively observable, but this is not the place to enter into that argument. 


SYCHOLOGY 
Under this heading we distinguished between two different types 
of psychology. One of them could be called pop psychology. 
Here is an instance: The danger you face in continuing your 
power struggle with your child is that you might perceive yourself to have won, 
in which case you run the risk of being emotionally hamstrung through guilt. 
Then there is depth psychology, perhaps along the following lines: 
Your animus is represented by Mars and the Sun, and the signs they occupy tell 
us how it is coloured. Meanwhile there is a fundamental clash between your 
Senex and your Puer which must be resolved. 
To my mind, statements of both these kinds are legitimate if the cli- 
ent understands and gets something out of them. They are not desirable 
if they are merely being used by the astrologer to impress. 
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HE MYSTICAL & POETIC 

First, philosophical principles: The Moon stands for the Process of 
Being, and Saturn is the Principle of Crystallisation, so in your 
chart... 

Then, myths and deities: 7o understand your Scorpio, we must first ex- 
plore the myth of Pluto and Persephone. 

As an astrologer you may perhaps bring in references to philosophi- 
cal principles, myths, gods and goddesses, but this sort of discussion is 
probably better suited to occasions when astrologers gather, and they 
themselves are trying to gain a deeper understanding of what it is they 
are dealing with. To use these with a client is probably inappropriate, 
and you could be accused of putting mystical wonder before clarity. 

Here is an example of a poetic image: Zo understand how the Moon op- 
erates in your chart, think of a flock of heavy black-winged birds, turning to- 
wards the sunset on an autumn day, the last rays of the dying Sun probing gaps 
in the rain clouds. 

Poetic images are something that I find personally irritating. Al- 
though I admit there can be other points of view, to me astrology is a 
rational, a left-brained thing. But the discipline attracts to itself masses 
of adherents who judge the truth of ideas by the way they feel. The im- 
age here of black-winged birds will predictably bring forth cries of "Oh 
yes! I can relate to that! It speaks to me!" But there are others who do 
not relate to it, and become suspicious because they believe an astrologer 
who makes utterances of this kind is using them to cloak his basic igno- 
rance of his craft. The real test of understanding, after all, is whether 
you can take a difficult concept and explain it clearly to someone else in 
straightforward language. Akin to this is what I call astrology by sound 
effects. You can recognise practitioners of this persuasion by their 
fondness for remarks like: ... in tvo months, Uranus will come round to zap 
your Mars! Pow! 

Here is another example of a poetic statement: Moon-Pluto's emotional 
life reminds me of a seabird, maybe a gannet, a bird who dives headlong into 
the water for its food and then comes up to digest what it has caught. This 
comes from Sue Tompkins' Aspects in Astrology’ and is admittedly only 
mildly poetic. I quote it to demonstrate that such statements really do 
exist, and with the greatest respect to Sue. 

Esoteric statements: Because you have Sun in Taurus, your task in this life 
is to overcome your desire for material possessions, and your Moon in a Water 
Sign indicates your death from thirst in the Gobi desert in a previous life. 

Esoteric matters suffer from the drawback that their subject matter is 
not amenable to any sort of rational testing. There is a growing literature 
on the connection between our horoscopes, past lives, present life, and 
even future lives! But all of the correlations that have been made have 


- Tompkins, Sue. Aspects in Astrology. Element Books, 1989. 
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been derived from dreams, intuition, and psychic visions. These may be 
true in all their rich detail, but the human mind is a great deceiver, won- 
derfully imaginative, and so we cannot be sure that the visions are valid. 
For this reason, it would be better to leave esoteric statements out of 
conventional interpretation. 

This example throws up another debatable point. If you do have the 
© or one or more planets in a sign, say 0, what is your purpose in life? 
Is it to resist with all your might your desire to express yourself in a Tau- 
rean way, or is it to encourage you to experience and learn from the Tau- 
rean way of expressing things. I lean towards the second. The first 
smacks far too much of the old Puritan idea that every natural human 
activity, especially pleasure, is a temptation of the Devil! 


HE GENERAL 
Here is an example of something that applies to everyone: 
When Sharon reaches her mid-teens, she will be affected by a Nep- 
tune transit, which will cause her to be uncertain about her personality, 
and whether she will make it as an adult. 
Really? Isn't that true of every girl in her mid-teens? 
Good sound advice: When things seem to be going badly, why not 
seek out a friend to talk to? 
Yes, why not? And you might find a barman cheaper than an as- 
trologer who says this sort of thing. To say nothing of your Auntie 
Fanny with her pot of tea and endless supply of tissues. 


STROLOGY as a body of knowledge 
A“ years ago I visited for the first time the City of Oxford in 
England, and there made my way to a well-known bookshop in 
the centre of the town. I asked an assistant to direct me towards 
whatever books they had on astrology, and when I found the shelf, saw 
with a shock that it was labelled ‘Folk Lore’. At the time, I felt insulted, 
but since then have come to believe that they were probably right. 

Why? Well, one of the major drawbacks of astrology is that much of 
it is a body of knowledge of the same precision and reliability as saying 
that it is bad luck to walk under a ladder. Furthermore, the overwhelm- 
ing majority of interpretations found in the literature of configurations in 
horoscopes seem to be purely anecdotal. Many writers appear unable to 
distinguish between outcomes that are common, general and highly 
probable, and those that are rare, or unique; recall the example of sword 
dancing for o’ in =. One swallow may not make a summer, but in as- 
trology it does it all the time. An expression that a writer came across 
only once can be expanded into an interpretation that is held to be gener- 
ally true. Although they do exist, rarely does one come across a situa- 
tion where an astrologer has studied perhaps a few hundred (or even a 
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few dozen) examples of a chart configurations, and then drawn a correct 
general conclusion. 

To add to this, the literature on astrology is so filled with statements 
that are vague, woolly and rambling, that it is at times extremely difficult 
to make out if anything meaningful is being said at all, let what is being 
said. For instance, here is an extract from a well-known text on aspects. 
Your extreme impatience with established facts often forces you to create what- 
ever truths require the least commitment from you. What on earth does that 
mean? And what about that favourite opening line: This is a chart with 
great potential? 


THINGS TO THINK ABOUT, IT 


1. You would go to a dentist with an aching tooth, a mechanic with a car 
that doesn't work, an accountant with your income tax return, and a bar- 
man when you want to talk it all out with someone. In what circum- 
stances would you consult an astrologer? 


2. What is it that you expect to get from an astrologer? A prediction of 
the future? ‘What is going to happen to me?’ A personality analysis? 
Warm, friendly advice? Do you expect information at all? Or do you 
expect something else, like an encounter session, transpersonal channel- 
ling, guided imagery, meditation, dance, charades, or perhaps a sort of 
psychological counselling? 


3. Traditionally, o* in the First House, or T rising, indicates that the na- 
tive has red hair. Can this be true? Would it be necessary to carry out 
statistical studies (on which much time and money has been spent) to 
test this idea? What proportion of the general population would have T 
rising, or & in the First? What proportion of Chinese, or Indians, or 
Australian Aborigines have red hair? 


4. Jeff Mayo, in his Astrology (Teach Yourself Books) referred to the O 
as a principle of self-integration. What does this mean? Could it be the 
action of pulling yourself together? 


5. Return to the material given under the heading ‘Predicting Events’ and 
identify the six objections that were made to this approach. 


6. Which of the following would be statements that you think an as- 
trologer could legitimately make to a person when reading his/her chart? 
If you consider that any of them is not legitimate, say why. 


* Pelletier, Robert. Planets in Aspect. Para Research, 1987. 
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@ You have an excellent memory. 

Your mother longed to be an actress, but her parents would not al- 
low her on the stage. 

You have a ruddy complexion, and will always be overweight. 

¢ At the age of 42, you will desert your wife because \X will then tran- 
sit your natal o* by opposition. 

¢ You have * in the 3", and so never feel as though you know enough 
about anything. 

# Your father treated you very strictly when you were a child. 

# Since you have ? in 8, marriage is indicated. 

¢ With ) in 5" in a Water Sign, you will have many children, and they 
will all be girls. 

¢ You will make a good deal of money on the stock market, and will 
end your life very rich. 

¢ Having consulted my Egyptian Charts, I predict that you will die on 
the 13th August 1998 at 3 p.m. of kidney failure. 


7. Just recently, I heard an ‘astrologer’ on a phone-in radio programme 
warn a listener against having surgery on a day when the ) is full. This 
is based on the allegedly true and widely accepted belief that haemor- 
thaging is worse at these times. Is this a valid reason not to have an op- 
eration? Is it legitimate astrology? Is it different in essence from saying 
"look both ways before crossing the road"? 


UMMARY 
In this article, some of the weaknesses of astrology that have been 
brought out are the following: 


* Predictions of concrete, recognisable events cannot be made consis- 
tently and reliably. When hits are made, they are the result of a lucky 
guess or the use of psychic channels of information. 


* It is not possible satisfactorily to describe personality and character 
from a horoscope in general terms. All that can be spoken about is a 
trait of personality in a given area of life. 


* Astrology cannot reliably predict personal appearance, or attributes 
such as intelligence, or the occupation. 


* It cannot give objective information about one person from the chart 
of another. 


* Astrology cannot pronounce on the purpose of the present incarnation, 
or of any past ones, by methods that are subject to rational testing. 
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* Interpretations of horoscopes that are done without dialogue with the 
native are unsatisfactory in that the contribution of the native will clarify 
the precise ways in which the core meanings of formations in the chart 
are being expressed by him or her. 


* Information in the astrological literature is anecdotal, and rarely 
tested. It is often expressed in a form that is vague and rambling. 


Comments on Possible Answers 
Things to Think About, 1 


1a. The first sentence conveys no information, and may be there only 
as a sop to the mother, who solicited the interpretation. Also, it purports 
to refer to Sally as a whole. 

1b. There may be other factors in the chart (say 3) that contradict this. 
1c. A lovely piece of hedging. 

1d. You could be accused of selecting evidence to suit your conclu- 
sions. 


2a. They could be true of anyone. 

2b. X, possibly. 

2¢. This remark has many faces: it could be universally true; the author 
is covering both extremes; it is also broadly-based hedging. 


3a. Humanistic, person-centred astrology would prefer not to think of 
Saturn as an external factor that visits obstacles on the native. 

3b. It may mean that it is concealed or kept hidden by Penny. If so, 
why not say so? 

3c. No. 


4a. Astrologer would first have to establish whether the subject is fa- 
miliar with Jungian terminology. 

4b. Does it mean shallow or superficial? 

4c. The woman for whom this analysis was done is well informed 
about astrology, and unusually self-aware. Yet she said she could not 
identify with more than two percent (her words) of the entire report. 
4d. Sce last comment. 


5a. Hard to say; perhaps something vague about ». 


5b. Probably both. 
5c. Also hard to say, but it sure sounds good. 
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6. In passage B, for instance: ‘her role in life seems to be’, 'I believe 
Sally’, 'it appears to me', ‘perhaps in her early thirties', and 'she may not 
have needed’. 


Things to Think About, IT 
1. Answers depend on individual. 
2. Answers depend on individual. 
3. Approximately 2 out of 12. None, probably. 


4. Only half serious. But if you are going to use a keyword as pithy as 
self-integration it is very important to explain the meaning of the term 
very clearly. 


5. Requires no hint. 


6. All of these are debatable, but the only one I would feel comfortable 
with is the statement about » in the 3", and even then that is only one 
possible manifestation. The ? in & statement is merely ridiculous; 
the last one is shocking. 


7. Ifit is really true, it applies to everyone, and an individual birth chart 
is hardly required. It is not even a reason not to have the operation, 
in a modern hospital. 
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JAROSLAV MIXA 


N THE December 1927 issue of 
the German monthly Die Astrologie, Volume IX number 9, there 
was a most interesting article on rectification that identifies a not 
well known method. No criticisms of the method appeared in sub- 
sequent issues of Die Astrologie and I can find no reference to it in 
any of the other five astrological periodicals that were published in Ger- 
many in the prewar years. 
T have tested this method with five cases. In my own chart formula # 
14 is applicable, with almost no difference. For my son, whose birth I 
carefully timed some 36 years ago, formula # 7 is just 1° off. For three 
other charts the appropriate formula is within 1°. 
These formulae are reprinted here for the benefit of readers who can 
then decide their validity for themselves. 


The Balance Law 
Within each chart the following balance points can be found: 

1. The Point of the Horizon. This is the midpoint of the Ascendant and 
the Descendant. 

2. The Point of the Meridian. It is the midpoint between the MC and 
the IC. 

3. The Point of the ©. This is exactly opposite the place of the natal ©. 

4. The Point of the ). The exact opposition to the natal ). 


In a chart that has been correctly rectified some of the following 27 
formulae will be applicable in both the nativity and the pre-natal epoch. 

In practice formula # 1 will cover some 40% of all natal cases, and 
formulae # 1-6 virtually all of birth times as well as some 50% of all pre- 
natal epochs. 

In the left-hand side of any of the following formulae the place of the 
ASC can be replaced by that of the DESC, and the MC by the IC. In the 
right-hand side the appropriate balance points (given above) can replace 
the stated items. 

In all results a 2° orb is allowed. 

The above are the only instructions provided in the original German 
text. 

The formulae are as follows: 

1. (© +))+2 = Ascendant, Descendant, MC or IC. 
2. (ASC+MC)+2=Oor). 
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3. (ASC + ))+2=O0, MCorIC. 

4. (MC+O0) }, Ascendant or Descendant. 
5. (ASC +©)+2=), MC orIC. 

6. (MC+))+2=0, Ascendant or Descendant. 
7 

8 

9. 


(2x © + ))+3 = Ascendant, Descendant, MC or IC. 
(2x )+ ©) +3 = Ascendant, Descendant, MC or IC. 
. (2x ASC+MC)+3=Oor). 
10. (2x MC + ASC) +3 =Oor D. 
11. (2x ASC + ))+3=O, MC or IC. 
12. (2x )+ ASC) +3 =O, MC or IC. 
13. (2x MC + ©) +3= J, Ascendant or Descendant. 
14, (2x © + MC) +3 = J, Ascendant or Descendant. 
15. (2x ASC + ©) ), MC or IC. 
16. (2x © +ASC) ), MC or IC. 
17. (2x MC + )) +3 =O, Ascendant or Descendant. 
18. (2x )+MC)+ ©, Ascendant or Descendant. 
19, (ASC + DESC) + 2=O or J. 
20. (MC +IC)+2=O or Dd. 
21. (2x ASC + DESC) + 3=O or D. 
22. (2x DESC + ASC) +3=Oor). 
23. (2x MC +IC) +3 =Oor). 
24, (2x IC+MC)+3=Oor). 
25. © = Ascendant, Descendant, MC or IC. 
26. ) = Ascendant, Descendant, MC or IC. 
27. O=). 


In the original article the following worked example is provided: 


Helena P. Blavatsky. Born 12" August 1831 at 1:47 AM in Ekater- 
inoslav, Russia: 48N28, 35E07. 


© 18°29'2 MC 14° 
> Seah ASC 12°25'S 


Using formula # 1: (© + )) + 2= Ascendant, Descendant, MC or IC. 


(18° 29'Q + 9° 13' =) +2 
= (138°29' + 189°13') +2 
=327°+2 
= 163°30' 
= 13°30" Tl and IC = 14° TP. 


Readers are invited to test this approach on their own and other's 
charts, both natal and epoch. Your comments on its validity or otherwise 


are welcomed. @ 
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DENIS SAUNDERS 


N EXAMINING the horoscopes of four HIV-positive men, my pur- 

pose is to show the inevitability of their destiny, the astrological rea- 

sons for their acquiring the virus, and the social relationship of the 

four who, though born at vast distances from each other, have been 
drawn together by circumstance and sexual orientation. To do this, a 
study of the radical chart by customary delineation, of the midpoints of 
the Cosmobiological system, of the indications of the effects of the Fixed 
Stars and of the Arabic Parts has be undertaken. The accent of this arti- 
cle is on the midpoints. Further, in order to assess the connection be- 
tween the four, an examination of the contact of the Q of each with the 
planets of the others has been made. 


is impossible to forecast that he would die of AIDS, for AIDS is not 

a disease per se but a precursor of a number of AIDS-related ill- 
nesses such as tuberculosis and meningitis, etc. However, to arrive at an 
estimate of his health pattern there are two axes to consider: the 6/12" 
and the 2/8", and one has only to glance at Ian’s Chart to sce that after 
a long-lasting ailment he would die in his mid-40’s. This is indicated by 
the O, ruler of the 7" of relationships and of the 8" of death, positioned 
in the 12" of sickness and self-undoing, making a partile O to the exalted, 
therefore powerful », its dispositor, in the 9th, and by association also to 
¥ and o’, and & Xf, in the 6", thus forming a T-square in the chart. Not 
only that, but * is ruler of the ASC and Xf is the sub-ruler. The ©’s age- 
indicator is 45 years. Moreover, @, ruler of the MC and co-ruler of the 
4" the end of life — the MC/IC axis is on a cursed 29° — is positioned 
in the 11" of friendships; and is ~ ), whose dispositor it is, as well as 
being O Q in the =. the House that has an accidental meaning of death, 
being opposite the 8". Thus, one can see that the subject’s sickness and 
death, and the relationship that was to bring them about, was a fated ob- 
ligation. 2 4 4 can be discounted, because \'s dispositor, o”, is in detri- 
ment and ¢ the evil ¥. For the same reason the detrimented $'s trine to B 


| We begin with Ian’s Chart. In analyzing his health potential it 
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could not prevent the death. The only question is: when will it happen? 
As can be seen from the progressions, the answer is when the © comes 
to the 2" cusp, where it is also on the 29" degree. 

Tan was born with a Cardinal Grand Cross, he has Oo ¥ & %, & MK, a 
heavy, confining affliction which can bring about challenging situations, 
more especially since ® is exalted, as well as being the dispositor of the 
©, and is in its detriment. Furthermore, » is rules the ASC and { is its 
sub-ruler, while ’s dispositor, the ruler of the MC, 8, is also afflicted by 
OQ, the indicator of past life associations and present connections. 


Tan 
07:00 AM EET, January 8"" 1952 
Johannesburg, South Africa (26S12, 28E02) 


X, in its detriment, is in the 6" House of health. While every planet 
has many and varied meanings, by focusing on the House it occupies its 
symbolic indications can be reduced to just those few that are relevant 
both to the ailment itself and to the native's response to the ailment. In 
the 6", \K signifies physical disintegration and diseases that are spas- 
modic and nervous. It also indicates that which comes suddenly and un- 
expectedly. It is the planet of aberrations, of perversions and homosexu- 
ality, and, therefore, of ailments caused by such practices. In its response 
to ailments it suggests drugless healing, something that Ian adopted by 
way of diet. 
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X is the sub-ruler of the Ascendant and its dispositor, the ), is placed 
in the 4" of the end of life and of the home, suggesting that an ailment 
coming under the dominion of )K would end his life. X is & © and &, both 
in the 12" in which the © indicates one’s health in general, as well as 
organic bodily afflictions, and & determines long, lingering, and incur- 
able sickness. The 12" is the House of hospitals, confinement, and other 
limitations, and also the House of self-undoing and self-destruction. 

For X in the 6", Llewellyn George! says: Troubles through peculiar 
nervous disorders; neurosis. Sickness which is puzzling and not well understood. 
Uf much afflicted, the sicknesses are strange or incurable. Reinhold Ebertin, 
under Biological Correspondence, writes’: 
Connections with the nervous system, with the 
meninges or membranes of the brain, with the 
pituitary gland (hypophysis cerebri) and with the 
spinal marrow. 

The © is square its dispositor », the ruler 
of the 12". Llewellyn George says for the © 
in an unfavorable aspect to *: Indicates de- 
rangement of the health. For © in an unfavor- 
able (here o®) aspect to K the same source 
has: Unlucky unions... It tends to upset the 
health. And for © in unfavorable aspect (0) 
to ¥: Gratification of abnormal tastes... Bohe- 
mianism and seductive alliances... peculiar or irregular love affairs... Inclined 
to suffer From illness requiring hospitalization, and which is difficult to diag- 
nose. 

» is particularly badly aspected: 4 0 © & Ko ¥, 108° IC. 

3, ruler of the 5" of sexual experiences, is in the 11" of friendships. 
The ruler of the 5" in the 11" is said to be one of the signs of homosexu- 
ality. 2 is * ot ¥ 4B, all three being masculine planets — ¥ taking its 
gender from 0, its nearest and strongest aspect — thus confirming the 
homosexual preference. Despite the excellent harmonious aspects in- 
volved, no benefit can be derived as 2 is in the sign of its detriment. 

Ian has % on the Fixed Star Rasaihague, which gives misfortune 
through women, perverted tastes and mental depravity, and X is with Sirius 
giving sudden death. 

The exalted ) receives some harmonious aspects, except for the quin- 
decile, 165°, an aspect that Noel Tyl defines as an upheaval and anxiety 
symbol, to o in its detriment. However, its position in the 4" signifies 
that the last years of life would have much waxing and waning of ill 
health, and it was, probably, its harmonious cosmic state that enabled Ian 


' Llewellyn George. A to Z Horoscope Maker & Delineator. Llewellyn Publi- 
cations, p. 365. 

? Reinhols Ebertin. The Combination of Stellar Influences. AFA, p.58. 

> Llewellyn George, pp. 448-451. 
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to delay death by almost thirteen years. Note that o rules the 4" House, 
which suggests that Ian put up a determined fight. 

I want to concentrate on the midpoints in this article, and those in 
Tan’s Chart provide further evidence and elucidation of ill health: 

@ is at the midpoint of the © and ¥ (written as 9 = O/¥). Ebertin in- 
terprets this as indicating: a weakly constitution... aberrations in love- or sex- 
expression. Tan was homosexual, an orientation that is difficult to define 
from the ordinary horoscope. Some astrological literature gives as one of 
the indications the ruler of the 5" in the 11", which occurs here. Craving 
for drugs and narcotic stimulants... The sluggish weak or paralysed cell, water- 
concentrations in the cell. Dropsy, oedema... Weak, sick, sensitive persons. 

% = O/K: The rhythmic function of the cells and of the body, the pulse and 
breathing. Heart neurosis. States of tension, sudden setbacks in life, upsetting 
experiences, a sudden adjustment to new conditions or circumstances in life. 

Q=OR: Fateful associations, martyrdom. Danger to life, separation by 
Providence (force majeur). Physical suffering. 

MC = YR: The metabolism of liquids in the body, diseases of the blood. 
..A highly strained emotional life. 

¥ = YP: ...thinking and acting while under strange influences The treach- 
erously painless stage of disease... Disturbances or troubles of slow or lingering 
development. The gradual commencement of a therapy... self torment. 

XX = Wh: Strong emotional tension. Emotional tensions and inhibitions... the 
necessity to suppress pessimism and self-destructive thoughts. ...An organic 
defect (e.g. a tubercular cavity in the lung), a chronic disease. The functions of 
the gall and liver. 

Thus, all the important factors of his chart threaten the health from the 
moment of birth, and the potential was fulfilled in due course, as it had to 
be. All the above is applicable to Ian physically, emotionally and spiri- 
tually, and Ebertin's COSI is an excellent source book for evaluating the 
person holistically. 

In July 1995, at the time that Ian gave his lecture to the Astrological 
Society of South Africa, he had already been a sufferer for twelve years. 
He said he felt well, and he looked healthy, as he had been very careful 
with diet. I was therefore surprised to read in the Society’s magazine 
that he had died on the 8" December 1995. 

From the time he was diagnosed, he had joined the AIDS Consortium, 
an organization devoted to counseling, helping, and supporting AIDS 
sufferers, a positive attitude that showed a lot of courage and fits in with 
his * ascendant (the preacher), and with the fact that his chart ruler is in 
the 6” House of health and service. It is an indication that his personality 
was destined to grow through humanitarian service in the field of health. 
That was the message of the Universe to Ian, which, no doubt, he felt, 
subconsciously in his soul, and to which he responded in the way that he 


4 All midpoint interpretations are shown in italics and are taken from Ebertin's 
Cosi. 
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was meant to do. It was a heavy burden to lay on anyone. With the ©, 
ruler of the 8 in the 12" House of secrets, there must have been great 
sorrow, fear or anxiety concerning death’, which Ian concealed and kept 
private. 

The 7" House contains P, the natural ruler of the 8", the planet of 
death and regeneration, Lord of the Dead. P also indicates infectious and 
poisonous contamination and disease, as well as plague. Being in the la 
it could indicate death from a social plague and/or through a relationship. 
P appears three times in the midpoints quoted above, which is a measure 
of its importance in the chart. 

, too, is very important in this chart. It is in the 12" and at death 
transit & was 0 natal . This is what Melanie Reinhart has written about 
& in the 12": 

Chiron in the 12th house may ask us first to accept suffering as part of the 
fabric of life, without being tempted to take it upon ourselves and perhaps to 
identify with a Christ-like figure who redeems others by taking away their suf- 
Jering or by feeling it for them... Although the meaning of our life will be inti- 
mately bound up with our experience of suffering... You will probably attract 
people who need comfort, compassion, support... we may feel deep compassion 
for others... Astrologer Eve Jackson found Chiron in the 12" house prominent 
in the Charts of healers.® 

Also, at death, Ian's progressed © had come to the accursed degree 
29° wx, his 2" cusp, on the death axis, from which it was ~ the natal MC, 
while transit o’, having entered his 12" House, was ¢ natal &. 

It is always prudent to look at the Fixed Stars in order to gain an in- 
sight into the character and expectations of the subject. 

The only relevant Fixed Star placement that Ian had was { on Sirius, 
which is an indication of a “sudden death." 

The radical declinations were ) || ASC # 2, which link the occupant of 
the 4'" House with the ASC and the part-ruler of the 4"" to the MC. 

At the time of death the following were within orb: 


prog ) o natal 9 transit ASC -° transit X & VX 
prog ASC « prog 4 transit 2 * natal o* 
prog MC ¢ prog VX __ transit oo natal & 
prog © ¢ cusp II transit ¥ 0 natal o” 
prog  ¢ prog VX transit K 4 natal @ 
transit Q ¢ natal o” 
transit & O natal X 


Note especially the preponderance of o and K and the involvement of 
the Vertex. 


5 Llewellyn George, p. 407. 
° Melanie Reinhart. Chiron & the Healing Journey. Atkana. pp.176-177. 


33 


Saunders: The Silent Predator 


During the Black Plague P was in H, the sign that refers to glandular 
tissue, and that was a time when the bubo, a sure sign of imminent death, 
was prominent. With } being the sign naturally associated with the 12" 
House, the bites and/or stings of animals and insects could be the cause 
of sickness, as was the bite of the infected flea at that time. Being a wa- 
ter sign, the body fluids, especially the blood, were contaminated. 

When the present plague of AIDS was first identified B was in Tl, al- 
though it had began its evil work while in = with the breakdown of so- 
cial morality, and as natural ruler of the 8" House as well as an indicator 
of the sexual organs it indicates death from a malady of a sexual nature. 
And again, with TIL being a water sign the fluids of the body are targeted. 
The disease spreads by socio-sexual relationships (= & TM). 

¥ represents a sickness that might require hospitalization, but which is 
not necessarily fatal. P, on the other hand, indicates certain death. 
Astrologically, it is doubtful that a cure for AIDS will ever be found. 
However, it is a self-limiting disease. 


ENRY: For his lecture, Ian used his own Chart and three others. 
Henry was Ian's partner. 


Henry 
10:00 AM EET, October 10" 1961 
Cape Town, South Africa (33$55, 18E22) 


First notice that the ruler of the Sra o’, is again in the 1 1". Here it is o 
3, ruler of the 7" of parmerships, indicating illness through friendship 
and love received from a male, since § takes its gender from its closest 
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aspect, which here is to PB, the sub-ruler of the 12th. Henry's M1" isa 
very busy House containing five planets, suggesting that he would pay 
more attention to friends than even to family members. 

Secondly, notice that 4 is in H, so that Melanie Reinhart's readings are 
the same for Henry as for Ian, having been given for “Chiron in } or in 
the 12th House." 

The cosmic state of the planets is not favorable. Both % and o are in 
their own signs; which increases their power to do harm. The ©, 4 and 
Q are in the signs of their Fall, while \{ is in its Detriment, therefore no 
benefit can be expected of them, nor from any aspects they make. 

o is quite well aspected, but the ), ruler of the 8" House is heavily 
afflicted by its 0 to } and , both in the 2™, whose accidental meaning is 
death. 

Q the ruler of the 6" is in the 10", where it indicates sickness through 
dishonor.’ She is part of a Grand Tine with 4 ¢ % and the Vertex, pro- 
moting with ease death (2™ House) resulting from love affairs (5" 
House). She is 4 ¥ in @, ruler of the ASC, which is in the 2™ ¢ %, her 
dispositor in its own sign and, therefore, powerful. @ is besieged be- 
tween two malefics, o” and ¥, and is & the Vertex. 

XK at the accursed 29° is = the 4 ¢ 4 while B is & & & A VX, indicat- 
ing a poisonous malady at a critical point in his life. ¥, 6 ‘s dispositor, is 
o& VX making that which is hidden and toxic to come from love affairs . 

The state of 4 and * is also not good. In every way this chart de- 
scribes a difficult incarnation. 

Turning to the midpoints, we have: 

¥ =o: nervous weakness (in consequence of drugs or misuse of energy), 
«misuse or abuse of physical energy, misdirected powers and capabilities 
..Self-destroying forces and agents (such as narcotic poisons or drugs, as well 
as the misuse of procreative power) ...Activity paralyzed. A paralysis of the 
muscles, the wasting away of muscles. Susceptibility to epidemic infections, the 
consequences or results of an infection (the basic formula for the normal and 
predictable course of disease = diseases of infection) ...Sick people, also per- 
sons craving for drugs.... the misfortune to suffer harm or exploitation. 

Q= OM: Associations between male persons. 

% = ON: The capacity to enjoy pleasant things in life in spite of weakness or 
illness ...the craving for drugs and narcotic stimulants... The sluggish, weak or 
paralyzed cell, water concentrations in the cell. Dropsy, oedema. Weak, sick, 
sensitive persons. Illness, a person easily influenced by others, proneness to 
seduction. 

MC=O/*: feeling ill...karma ...Bone tissue, the aging cells of the body, 
cell-sedimentation, cell-death. Sick people. Compelled by circumstances to 
lead a modest and simple life. 

As I am not acquainted with any of these people, I do not know if any 
of them used drugs. However, it is well known that many HIV-positive 


’ Llewellyn George, p. 404. 
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people have acquired the disease through their addiction to drugs. At the 
same time the statements from COS/ are extremely appropriate to the 
malady, and, when one considers that they were written a long time be- 
fore HIV and AIDS were heard of, the correspondences are remarkable, 
They area testimony to the validity of Astrology and to determinism. 

Henry has many Fixed Stars covering his planets. Those relevant to 
this investigation are: 

Asc on Acubens: malevolence and poison. 

© on Seginus: shamelessness and loss through friends. 

2 on Denebola: Strong passions, led astray early in life, ruined though love 
affairs. 

X on Regulus: Friends becomes enemies at the end of life, may retire and 
live in seclusion, violent death through accident or assassination. 

& on Sadalmelik: Extreme and sudden destruction and the death penalty.” 
And Fomathaut: To cause malevolence of sublime scope and character, and 
change from a material to a spiritual form of expression. 

In Henry’s Chart, } marks the Arabic Part of Bondage/Mother, a fact 
that might have significance in understanding his psyche, and of deter- 
mines the Part of Catastrophe, while & conjoins the Part of Homosexual- 
ity. 

The radical declinations in his Chart are: o' '¥ # Q and i> 


ARRY: Once again 4 is in the 12" House, here in }. The ruler 
B: the 5" is not in the 11", but instead { is in the 5", which is said 
to be another possible indication of homosexuality. 
Barry 
06:15 AM 
EET, 
March 10" 
1961 
Ladysmith, 
South 
Africa 
(28834, 
29E45) 
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\y, at the accursed 29" degree, rules both the MC and ASC, with ¥ as 
the sub-ruler of the ASC. ¥ is in the 8" in TIL, the house and sign of death. 
Its dispositor, P, the planet of death, occupies the 6", where it is ¢ Q and 
of 4, planet of the wound that does not heal. This indicates a fatal illness 
coming from a past life and present in the present life from a sexual as- 
sociation. It is confirmed by X, sub-ruler of the 12", in the 5", opposing 
the powerful , the Greater Malefic in the 11" of friendships (male 
friend or friends), made powerful by being in its own sign. 

The 5" House also contains the Vertex, the point that highlights criti- 
cal events in the life of the native. It can be a fateful and karmic beacon, 
especially when it progresses to a contact with a radical planet or per- 
sonal point. 

The ruler of the End of Life, the 4", is 9, in the 12", while o in the 4" 
suggests that death would come by accident or inflammatory illness . 

Q in the sign of its detriment rules the 8" and is in mundane opposi- 
tion to its House, and has the following aspects: 2 4 \, @ VX ) MCo } 
+ « of involving it in a multiple Grand Trine. These are energy flows of 
ease between Barry’s public reputation, sex and death. At the same time 
¥, representing death, is 0 Q, the relationship from the past, and a O, its 
dispositor, the ailment brought on by one’s own undoing, causing con- 
finement due to illness. And © is ~ Q. There is just no escaping the 
destiny outlined by this horoscope! 

of and \ are in their Fall, X in its Detriment, and % is in its own sign. 

These are the midpoints: 

¥ = Ole": Lack of vitality, illness... Muscular tissue, cell-activity, sperms. 
Cell inflammation. 

P=O/M: Tragic experiences, great physical suffering, sudden physical re- 
strictions. The rhythmic function of the cells of the body, the pulse and breath- 
ing. Head neurosis. Sudden setbacks in life, upsetting experiences, a sudden 
adjustment to new conditions or circumstances in life. 

+ = DR: The metabolism of liquids in the body, diseases of the blood. Inner 
shocks or emotional upheavals. 

¥=9/h: The state of enduring or suffering without yielding. 

Q = DQ: The lymphatic glands, the spleen, the tonsils. The system of self 
defence against infection in the human body. 

Q = \: An organic defect (e.g. a tubercular cavity in the lung), a chronic 
disease. The functions of the gall and the liver. lan also had this midpoint. 

© = 4/%: Physical reaction or illness as a consequence of emotional suf- 
fering or upsets, lack of vitality, a sensitive physique, a propensity to illness, 
disease. The chronic and unhampered progress of malady. Organic decomposi- 
tion. Poor, sick or depressed persons. Painful or tormenting emotional inhibi- 
tions, undermining circumstances also leading to a state of illness, neuroses or 
diseases with causes difficult to ascertain.. 

Xk = Of: Emotional tensions, sudden inhibitions, nervousness ...crises 
...old or sick people. Bone tissue, the aging cells of the body, cell-sedimentation, 
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cell death..... sick people. Compelled by circumstances to lead a modest and 
simple life. This is another midpoint Ian also had. 

Barry has the following Fixed Stars: 

2 on Vertex: sickness and a violent death. 

MC on Rasalhague. misfortune through women, perverted tastes and 
mental depravity. 

ASC on Markab: fevers, a violent death. 

6 on Fomalhaut: Very fortunate and powerful yet causes malevolence of 
sublime scope and character, changes from a material to a spiritual form of 
expression. It is also on Sadalmelik: causing persecution... extreme and sud- 
den destruction and the death penalty. 

® on Lesath: Gives danger... Immorality and malevolence, connected with 
acid poisons. 

Regarding the change from a material to a spiritual form of expres- 
sion, I read in our local morning paper this very morning an interview 
with a man who has had AIDS for 16 years. When first diagnosed, he 
was given six months to live, and he attributes his survival to a positive 
attitude. This drew my attention because all four of the men discussed 
here have the 9" House tenanted: God put things in my way. AIDS was put 
into me, and the experience of having it has made me grow. 

In Barry’s chart he has P, the sub-ruler of the ASC, ¢ Q in the 6" 
House of illness 2 &. This is a clear indication of an illness (5) that can- 
not be healed, a karmic (P) affliction from the past (Q). As was the case 
with Ian, E indicates poisoning, pollution, and here it signifies pollution 
of the body because }{ is the rising sign. With the 0 in the 12" House, 
health will always be a problem, and he has the © there as well, which is 
also bad for health, and which clearly states that his ill-health is the result 
of self-undoing. 

The radical declinations are: 4 I # B 


EN: This chart is different from the other three: Ken does not 
Ix have in either }{ or the 12"; it is in the 8" in #. Nor does he 
ve the ruler of the 5" in the 11". However, o’ is in the 7" and 
that is an indication that the partner might be a male. ¢ is the planet of 
hurt, of danger, and it is in Tl, naturally associated with the 8" of death 
and of the male libido. This suggests danger of death from the actions of 
a partner, as well as the attendant anger. Furthermore Ken has a heavy 
concentration in the four planets (three of which are in a stellium) and 
the @ in the 5" of sexual associations, a configuration that suggests 
promiscuity. This house placement of the U reads: Excessive or irregular 
pleasures produce much harm? 
For 4 in the 8", Melanie Reinhart says: People with this placement often 
feel wounded in the area of their sexuality... They may both give and receive 


§ Raymond Travers quoted in The Citizen, January 20, 1999. 
° Llewellyn George, p. 416. 
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tremendous wounding and/or healing through their sexual experience. ...we may 
begin to feel more at home in life after confronting death consciously in some 
way. 

Ken has the Q in the 11", which is an indication that he would love 
someone with whom he had a past life experience. The chart tends to 
point more to bisexuality rather than rigid homosexuality. However, ac- 
cording to Llewellyn George, ¥, the sub-ruler of the 11", afflicted in the 
5" gives ...abnormal conditions relating to sex matters. Sensuous pleasures, 
seduction. It denotes trouble, faithlessness or confusion and sorrow in love af- 
fairs and loss through lax control of the desires and appetites. 


Ken 
10:15 PM EET, September 12" 1950 
Zeerust, South Africa (25S33, 26E06) 


The angles and their rulers are heavily afflicted. The ASC is 0 K and 
& o, and its ruler, @, in its Fall, is & 4. The MC and its ruler, %, are 
heavily afflicted: MCOd’ & PB, andhOd Q. And ¥, in its own sign, is 
¢ ), with both bodies heavily afflicted: ) 304 ° Q. 

o’, ruler of the 7” and the 12", is in its own sign and has some good 
aspects, but they are cancelled out by the contact with and the O to P, 
the subruler of the 7”. 


' Melanie Reinhart. pp 148 & 151. 
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The midpoints in Ken’s chart reveal the same potential for karmic 
death as do the others: 

2 = OR: emotional upsets, a tragic love. Physical suffering, martyrdom. 
Danger to life, separation by Providence (force majeure) 

¥ = O/ASC: Damage through others. Disadvantage or harm through other 
persons... The male persons of the environment. 

ASC = O/K: A strained or tense inner life. The rhythmic function of the 
cells and of the body, the pulse and breathing. Heart-neurosis. States of ten- 
sion, sudden setbacks in life, upsetting experience, a sudden adjustment to new 
conditions or circumstances in life. 

ASC = 4/)K; Being placed in difficult circumstances. The suffering of diffi- 
culties, experiencing emotional suffering together with others, mourning and 
bereavement. Inhibitions of rhythm, heart-block, Cheyne-Stokes' breathing. 
Unrhythmical processes. A sudden loss of limbs (a chronic illness in this 
sense)... interventions in one’s destiny, the limitation of freedom. 

¥% = DM: The lymphatic glands, the spleen, the tonsils. The system of self- 
defence against infection in the human body. 

Ken also has a Grand Square in his radical Chart: 4 o® B across the 
10"/4" axis and o* &° ® across the 1°/7". This is a heavy burden to bear, 
signifying not only the premature loss of life, but also loss of prestige, 
status, home, and everything. 

Algol, "most evil star in the heavens," overshadows his g, 

Unukalhai is with o and warns of danger of poison 

Sabik conjoins &: perverted morals, and trouble through love affairs. 

Scheat is with the Q and causes extreme misfortune. Obviously, this is 
because of an association in a past life (Q) and concerns a friend in this 
life (11"). 

Ken has the Arabic Part of Faith/Trust covering his ASC and that of 
Homosexuality with his ). 

Declinations are: © || 4 # Y — the personality hampered by karma 
and the secret sickness brought on by one’s own behavior; ) # 1 — the 
ie individuality hampered by the past and by 
\ i uy | | associations; and | B -- an unexpected 
\ Vy iA ny death. 


\ Having examined the charts, it is left to 
Vara iS q discover the connections between the four 
ale ail | \ £: men. To do this we look for the aspects of 
‘ \ Q from each to the planets of the others, 
allowing a small orb of around 3°. 

That two of the four charts have & in the 
12", for which the natural sign is , and the 
third has 6 in }, seems significant. It cer- 
tainly places the accent on self-undoing and 
self-destruction. The 12" brings hidden 
things to light as, for instance, when the 
virus is diagnosed. It also stands for pollu- 
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tion, for the glandular system whose work is to eliminate poisons from 
the body, and for wasting diseases. 

The charts of Barry and Henry have 4 ¢ , and in Ian’s chart there is 
\ & %. In my experience, any hard aspect between the two is most un- 
fortunate. It seems to indicate a loss, a theft, a burglary, and, of course, 
the conjunction in the Chart of USA Presidents elected when they were 
conjunct in earth, and especially in the 7 spells assassination. 

Another interesting observation is the involvement of the spiritual 9" 
House. I noticed the same spiritual attitude in Ian that was stated by the 
AIDS patient in the newspaper quotation, which makes the strong con- 
nection with the 9" House understandable. 

Some of the older Astrological books use phrases like “depraved 
morals” to refer to sexual anomalies. Today, in a kinder, more under- 
standing and more tolerant time, society has come to realize that homo- 
sexuality is a condition determined by the Universe, no doubt as a learn- 
ing experience. Of course, HIV-positive and AIDS are no longer the 
preserve of the homosexual. In many areas the number of infected het- 
erosexuals eclipses the homosexual count. 


Aspects to each person's Q 


Natal 2 Jan Henry Barry Ken 
of Mc od ee 
Tan 3° X — og eRe oy 
ad 165° Vx 16S°O 
ad 
#8a¥ ee 0@ 
Henry 24° Q oP — oM ~\ 
hs 
AQ Me 
Ash *o oe 
Barry 5° I aX? o Me _ 165° Mc 
aé) ed 
7h 165° 
= Mc ~X *h 
Ken 28° *+® * ~@ _ 
165° 


In Cornerstones of Astrology by Frederich “Sinbad” Schwickert and 
Adolf Weiss the horoscopes of two lesbians are given. One was bom in 
1893 and the other in 1898 yet each has the ) at 9° & in the 12" House — 
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another indication of deterministic intention and compulsion to God’s 
Will! 

It is sad that millions of lives have been terminated too soon and in so 
unkind a fashion, through no real fault of their own other than following 
their natural instincts. We feel it is unfair, but then we do not know the 
reason for the plague, for a reason there must be and a Universal Justice. 

I will end with a quotation from Song of the Stars by Vusamazulu 
Credo Mutwa, edited by Stephan Larsen. Mr. Mutwa, now in his 70’s, is 
a Zulu sangoma, a healer, or a shaman in Western terms. This is what he 
says: 

We delude ourselves that we are masters of our own fate, our own destiny, 
but that is not the case. The truth is that there are forces guiding us about which 
we know nothing. There are forces guiding the fate of nations, the fate of whole 
continents; and there may be forces guiding the fate of whole worlds and uni- 
verses. There is much we do not know, and much that waits to be revealed. 

By analyzing the charts of several people with the same complaint or 
undergoing the same circumstance at any one time, we see that there are 
many ways of reaching the same conclusion from each individual chart. 
This is logical when we understand that there are three facets to every 
event: there is the event itself as an entity, then there is the native's indi- 
vidual response to the event, and, finally, the modifications of the event 
as determined by the aspects that the significators receive. The above 
investigation of the charts of four individuals who have been brought 
together into the same orbit has shown the natural and universal response 
to being told one is HIV-positive or has AIDS and highlighted the differ- 
ences and similarities of each subject’s emotional feelings according to 
his character. That the Q is configured in each chart is evidence of karma 
earned from a past life by each; that the midpoints should concentrate on 
the same and the exact pathology of the malady is phenomenal; that each 
should have so many similarities is better than the Law of Probabilities, 
and reveals the determination of the Universe in the lives of humans. 


© 
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Horary astrology: 


Where are my Glasses *® 


RUTH BAKER @.#.P. 


S A HORARY astrologer I love interesting questions, so 

when my brother telephoned to say he had a question for me I 

was slightly disappointed to find it was yet another case of 

Jost spectacles. However, with a peregrine » ruling the IE 
was aware that I must be careful in my judgement. My brother's wife 
had put the glasses on a ledge in his upstairs study and they had mysteri- 
ously vanished. They had been ransacking the house since early morning 
and had given up all hope of finding them 


Where are my glasses? 
9:51 AM GMT, 27°" March 1999 
51N54, OES4 


The Ascendant ruler, the ), represents the querent. The 2™ house, 
also ruled by the ), signifies the glasses, as the querent's possession. The 
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greater part of the 2™ house is ruled by the © and, as the © rules the 
hour and is the natural significator of sight and of spectacles, this is very 
apt and helps to validate the chart. 

Neither significator is in an angular house, but the querent and his 
wife had not been out since she last handled the glasses so they knew that 
the glasses were indoors. Both the © and ) are in Fire signs and both 
signs are easterly. The ©, stronger than the ), is exalted in T. Its posi- 
tion in the 11" house of group activities and the position of the ® in the 
5" house of leisure pursuits made me ask if their living room lay toward 
the east. On receiving an affirmative answer, I saw that both the © and 
) were close to house cusps. I therefore told my brother to look in their 
living room, in the vicinity of the radiator, and that I was sure he would 
find that the glasses had fallen between two things. He immediately 
started to worry that they would be damaged, but | assured him that they 
would not because the © is strong and the 2™ house ruler, the ), is in the 
O's sign. Also the © closely applies to fortunate 4} — protection 
enough. 

He soon found his glasses — after moving a cushion that lay on a 
chair standing by the radiator in the living room. Fortunately they were 
undamaged. The ) falls on the fixed star Acubens and I thought it inter- 
esting that Robson gives "The sheltering or hiding place" in connection 
with this star. 


© hour on a ® day 


Essential Dignities 


| Sign EB 


xalt_| Trip Term_| Face 
(@} J {o) [O) 2 c 
») 1} = [0) 2 4 ‘| Peregrine 
3 y g fof ou of Peregrine, Fall, 
& 9 ») c) 8 >) 
g g é g a Oo ja 
+ Cy (o) [0) g o | Peregrine 
% g ») 2 g g Peregrine 
g g S J + {o) 


Mixed Reception: o & 4 


) separates from O of and applies to ° Ko Q 
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The Battle of Pydna 


KEN GILLMAN 


A long-ago eclipse with ¥ O ¥and > afflicting 


/ HIRTY YEARS after defeating Carthage and becoming master 
of the Western Mediterranean, Rome had a great need for cheap 
slave labor to work in the vast wheat regions of Africa, Sicily 
and Sardinia. War was the simplest way to supply this need, so 

war became a necessity of Roman civilization. Greece was a potential 
source and Perseus, the king of Macedonia, the state that dominated 
Greece, had become much too powerful. The Roman Senate therefore 
decided in 171 BC to send an army against Macedonia and finally con- 
quer Greece. This would remove a potential threat and also help resolve 
labor problems. The army was severely defeated. 

A year later a second Roman army was sent and it too was repulsed. 
A third army followed it and that one did manage to return, but without 
any success. In 168 BC a by now thoroughly frightened Roman Senate 
sent a fourth Roman army, led by an elderly senator, Lucius Aemilius 
Paullus, against Macedonia. 

On June 20" 168 BC this latest Roman army 
came face to face with the Macedonians across 
the Leucus River near the small town of Pydna' 
on the Macedonian coast. Shortly after sunset 
the next day, my computer tells me it occurred 
at 7:56:46 PM local time (see Figure 1), there was 
an eclipse of the ) that was part of a grand cross 
with » <° )X. At the same time there were two other very close aspects in 
the sky: ¥ 0 ¥ and 9 ¢ o%. Two oppositions, one conjunction, one square 
— each within 10' of being exact. 

The Roman soldiers had been warned that the ) would be eclipsed, 
their fears were calmed by an explanation that it was a natural phenome- 
non. The Macedonians hadn't the same information; the apparent dismal 
prodigy shocked them and they feared that it foreboded their defeat. 

As the battle of Pydna was fought on the day following the eclipse, its 
exact date is known. This exact dating is very unusual for early battles. 

In Book XLIV of his History of Rome, Livy tells us that on the 22™, 
the day of the battle, neither the Macedonians nor the Romans expected 
to fight. 


' Close to present-day Ambelakia (39NS0, 22E40). 
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Without the wish of either of the commanders, Fortune, more power- 
Sul than the plans of men brought on the battle. 


Figure 1: Lunar Eclipse 
7:56:46 PM (06:25:02 UT), June 21, 168 BC 
39N50, 22E40 


\} O ¥ was exact in the sky. That day it manifested its influence in 
several distinct ways, Livy describes the first as follows: 

There was a stream of no great size ... from which both the Macedo- 
nians and the Romans were drawing water after stationing guards on 
either bank so that they could perform this task in safety...._ While all 
was quiet on the river, since neither side took the offensive, at about the 
ninth hour a baggage animal slipped out of the grasp of its grooms and 
escaped towards the other bank. While three soldiers were chasing him 
through the water, which was about knee deep, two Thracians dragged 
the animal from midstream to their bank; the Romans went after them, 
killed one of them, recaptured the animal, and went back to their post. 
There was a guard of 800 Thracians on the enemy bank. At first a few of 
these, enraged at the killing of their fellow countryman in front of their 
eyes, crossed the river in pursuit of the killers; then more followed, and 
finally the whole force, and fought with the Roman guards on the bank... 
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Figure 2: Battle of Pydna 
4:14 PM (2:42:16 PM) June 22, 168BC 
39NS50, 22F40 


The Macedonian king Perseus then brought his army in phalanx for- 
mation’ into action. His attack was unexpectedly swift and caught the 
Romans unprepared. At the sight of the bristling rampart of outstretched 
pikes Aemilius Paulus was smitten at once with astonishment and terror; 
never before had he seen so fearful a spectacle.’ The initial Roman 
counter-attack made no impression on the spear wall and the Romans 
were forced to retreat. This retreat uphill brought them to ground that 
unfavorable to the Greek phalanx and the hedge of steel began to bend 
and crack until gaps opened in it. The Romans took advantage and in- 
sinuated themselves like wedges in the gaps thus disunited the enemy's 


? Because of the mountainous nature of their country, the phalanx had become 
the Macedonian's decisive infantry weapon. It consisted of sixteen ranks of 
closely packed spearmen each carrying a 21-foot-long spear. The spears of the 
first five rows protruded beyond the front of what was effectively a slowly 
moving fortress. Each of the front-line spearmen was covered by the shield of 
the man on his right 

3 Livy, XLIV, 40. 
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line’ then charged and dispersed 
the phalanx. A charge of ele- 
phants devastated the Macedo- 
nian right wing. 

Seeing the battle lost, Per- 
seus and his unused cavalry fled. 
The slaughter was appalling. 
Livy writes: 

..For a long while the pha- 
lanx was cut to pieces from the 
front, the flanks and the rear. In 
the end, those who had slipped 
from the hands of the Romans 
fled to the sea without their 
weapons, and some even went 
into the water, raising their 
hands to the men on board the 
ships and begging humbly for 
their lives. When they saw the 
small boats gathering from the 
ships all round they assumed 
that the Romans were coming to 
take them on board, to make 
them prisoners instead of killing 
them; they therefore advanced 
further into the water, some of 
them even swimming out. But 
when they were ruthlessly 
slaughtered from the boats, 
those who could made for the 
shore again by swimming, 
where they met with destruction 
ina more horrible shape, for the 
elephants, driven to the shore by 
their drivers, trampled down the 
men as they came out of the 
water and crushed them to 
death. 

. the Romans never killed 
so many Macedonians in one 
battle; in fact about 20,000 men 
were killed, about 6,000 who 
escaped from the field of battle 
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to Pydna were taken alive, and 5,000 scattered fugitives were captured. 
Of the victors not more than a hundred fell? 

I need hardly remind the reader that 4 and ¥, because of their co- 
tulership of the twelfth sign, are not only associated with streams and 
wandering baggage animals but also with the sea and with elephants. 


hours 52 minutes of daylight. The ninth hour, the time Livy says 

the baggage animal ran off across the stream, will have com- 
menced at 3:41 PM (that is 4:32 + 9/12 of 14:52). I've added half-hour 
to this to approximate when the battle began (see figure 2), which brings 
the tight 2 ¢ o* to the Descendant. 

What does this chart tell us about the outcome of the battle? 

In the chart of any confrontation, whether it is across a chess board, 
tennis net or on a battle field, the astrologer needs to compare the 
strength of the rulers of the Ascendant and 2™ House against that of the 
rulers of the Descendant and 8" House. The 2“ House signifies the al- 
lies and resources of the party signified by the Ascendant; the 8" has the 
same meaning for the other party. Those that are the more powerful in- 
dicate the winner. 

Laurentius Bonincontrius’ tells us that the Ascendant and its ruler 
should signify the invaders. 

William Ramesey’ says the one who attacks first is signified by the 
Ascendant, Ascendant-ruler, planets in the 1“ or aspecting the Ascen- 
dant-ruler. 

The Romans were clearly the invaders, but it was Perseus who at- 
tacked first. 

We could argue back and forth about the relative merits of Bonincon- 
trius and Ramesey as our guides in this matter, the fact remains that we 
know that Rome won and therefore comparing the strengths of the chart’s 
eastern and western rulers should tell us which one signifies Rome. 

o rules the Ascendant (forget PB, only the classical rulers should be 
used in this type of analysis). It is in 6, the sign of its detriment. 

Q, ruler of the Descendant, is in the 7" in 8, the sign it rules. 

The Romans disposed of the Macedonians; ¢ disposes of o. Clearly 
in this chart 2 and the Descendant indicate Rome. o” and the Ascendant 
therefore signify Macedonia, who attacked first. 

After analyzing many confrontation charts, I can confirm that it is the 
one making the initial attack, the one beginning the contest, that is al- 
ways signified by the Ascendant. 


T= © that day rose at 4:32 AM and set at 7:24 PM, giving 14 


5 py 
Ibid. 41. 

© Bonincontrius, Laurentius. Treatise on Elections. Nuremburg, 1639. Trans. 

Robert Hand, Project Hindsight, 1994. p. 15. 

7 Ramesey, William. Astrologie Restored. London, 1653. Book 3, Chapter 4. 
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Further evidence that Macedonia is signified by the Ascendant, is 
seen by two fixed stars setting, aggressive Capulus and challenging 
Mirfak. These oppose the Ascendant and as such describe qualities of its 
opposition, Rome. 

Also: 

In any mundane chart, as with Horary or in Election astrology, the ) 
is a co-significator of the party represented by the Ascendant. Here she 
is in @, where she is weakest. 

The ® is in the 7", an indicator that Rome, signified by the Descen- 
dant, will win the battle. 

The © and ¥ are in the West: Descendant wins. 

© in the 8" from the Ascendant: Ascendant loses. 

Ascendant-ruler in 7"; Ascendant loses; he has fallen into the opposi- 
tion's hands. 

Ruler of MC, © (signifying King Perseus, ruler of Macedonia) is ap- 
plying to ¢ U: the king will lose his crown. 

And the o’-ruled Ascendant does describe the Macedonian phalanx. 

While P is not considered as the Ascendant-ruler here, it should not 
be ignored entirely. It is located close to the IC, and as such tells us 
something about the end of the matter. So too, of course, does the so- 
close opposition between the co-rulers of =, and \{: With this battle 
perished the Empire of Alexander the Great 144 years after his death, the 
Hellenistic world lay in pieces at Rome's feet, and within the next fifty 
years almost the whole inhabited world was conquered and brought un- 
der the dominion of Rome. World history passing from a series of dis- 
connected transactions into a connected whole. 

Macedonia is not so distant from Yugoslavia. Readers studying the 
August 1999 eclipse will find several similarities between it and the 
eclipse of 168 BC. Times have changed, but perhaps Kosovo refugees 
will provide a cheap labor force for NATO countries? 


® Mommsen. History of Rome. Vol. I, p. 3. 
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Time is a Very Strange Thing 
MARGARET MILLARD 


y/ OME PEOPLE believe that a horoscope can outlive its owner. It 

was reported that when Napoleon's chart accidentally got mixed 

up with the chart of France, which was being examined by a 

famous astrologer, he, thinking it was de Gaulle's, was amazed at 

the marvelous progressed aspects it formed with the chart of France 

towards the end of the war. He predicted that the war would soon be 

over and that Germany would be defeated — and then discovered that he 
had the wrong chart: Napoleon's! 

I found something similar when I looked at Tito's chart. Tito was the 
founder of modern Yugoslavia, and his great accomplishment was to 
keep the peace between Croats, Serbs and Muslims, and between Serbian 
Orthodox and Catholic Croats, who lived with their Muslim neighbors in 
friendship for some years after his death. But when the civil war broke 
out on June 25, 1991 Tito's progressed © was squaring his progressed P, 
and the progressed ) squared progressed . Grim testimony indeed. 


Josep Tito 
(J. Broz) 
May 25, 1892 
9:30 AM CET 
46N04, 15E41 


And what of the present situation? Tito's solar return for 1998 had % 
in 28° 31' T on his natal MC of 28° 36' T. As ® is in detriment this does 
not help. 

Tito would have had his 106" birthday last year. 4 in his natal chart 
was at declination 5°10'N. At the start of the NATO bombing of Serbia 
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on March 24, 1999 at 7 PM GMT, the declination of Tito's progressed © 
was also 5°10'N. Can this be considered a "good" aspect? \ is apt to 
overreach itself and be over optimistic. Natal X is on the Ascendant of 
the progressed chart. The © has two enemies, and ¥ is worse than o. 
And natal ” is very close to the IC of the progressed chart. Natally, 
and o were in a paran square. When NATO began the bombing, both o 
and { were close to their natal positions of almost 106 yeas ago. I 
suspect no good outcome for NATO. 


NE OF THE greatest influences in 

the 20" century has been that of Karl 

Marx. He never lived in this century, 
having died in 1883, but his influence 
certainly lived on. Now we are experiencing 
the death throes of Communism, which is in 
retreat all over the world. Does his birth 
chart have anything to say to us? And does 
it have links with the chart of the birth of 
Lenin, his greatest disciple? 


Karl Marx 
2:00 LMT, 

5" May 1818 
Trier, Germany: 
49N45, 6E39 


His chart is certainly that of a man of destiny. He has a powerful K « 
¥, one that is repeating in the skies now 177 years later.  ¢ P rises in H, 
and X squares their midpoint. XK o ¥ is in %, the sign of the prophet. ~ is 
a fire sign and suits well with the doctrine of world revolution. Marx had 
a sense of destiny and was a visionary, but what he wrote about 
triumphant Communism overthrowing Capitalism bore no resemblance 
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to the so-called Communist system Lenin and Stalin set up in his name. 
As happened to Jesus Christ, his followers misused his doctrines. 

&, which holds his ©, is a money sign, and his theories were largely 
concerned with the rewards that ought to be gained by those who did the 
work. 

Not that 4 is in a critical degree. So too are the )'s Qs and 3. This 
makes 4 and % very powerful, and \ is trine the ©, another mark of a 
prophet, and rules the Midheaven. 

If we look at contemporary events, three dates stand out. One is the 
date when Gorbachev became the supreme ruler of the Soviets on March 
11, 1985. He started the whole process. The second date is the 
breaching of the Berlin Wall on November 10, 1989, which heralded the 
collapse of Communist rule in Eastern Europe. 

The planets to consider in political events are 4, B and \K. When 
Gorbachev took office transit K was exactly on Marx's natal )K. takes 
about 84 years to compete its orbit, and it had done so twice. As K is the 
dominant influence in Marx's chart, being the nearest planet to the 
Midheaven and the ruler of the Ascendant, this was obviously very 
important. Such a transit stirs up the whole of Karl Marx's natal 
configuration with its square to » and P's to K and ¥. Transiting B was 
also very important on the second date, it was opposing Marx's © ¢ ), 
while ¥ and » in the sky were transiting Marx's } and trine his © o ). 

The most significant factor in the chart of Karl Marx is the K o ? and 
these planets came together again at the 
time of the demise of Marxism. 

Marx was the prophet and visionary; 
Lenin was the man of action. He devoted 
his whole life to the revolution, and was 
practically worshiped like a god. I stood 
by his tomb in Red Square one cold 
winter's night and saw the honor guards 
change and snap to attention as they kept 
watch over his embalmed body sixty years 
after his death. 

Lenin was born on April 22, 1870. TL 
was rising. This is appropriate for his 
fierce dedication to a cause and his unyielding adherence to his belief 
that he was always right. Margaret Thatcher also has a TL Ascendant. 
Lenin was even more unyielding, for he had a cluster of planets in 0: 4, 
3, P and the O, as well as the ) in =», another Fixed sign. The &’ o ¥ in 
7T, 0 X, is a revolutionary pattern. o o ¥ can mean a great drive to 
realize a vision. 

Lenin had his X in 18° &, the degree of Gorbachev's P. 
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Wladimir 
Iijitsch Lenin 
(W. L Uljanow) 


22" April 1870 
6:28 p.m. GMT 
Simbirsk, 
Russia: 

54N20, 48524 


=r} 


Compare Lenin's chart with the planets on the date of Gorbachev's rise 
to power. P is at 4° TIL opposing Lenin's © and squaring his >. % in 28° 
Th is on Lenin's Ascendant. at 18° ~ is quincunx to Lenin's natal . 

P rules beginnings and endings. The close link of 4° TIL with Lenin's 
© and ) marks the ending of his dream, the close of a chapter. The great 
drama of the Berlin Wall occurred as transit 2 opposed Lenin's ¥ ¢ P, 
which was the major key to Lenin's psyche. \K in 3° 6 was transiting in 
trine to his natal ©. Marx had a trine to his © ¢ ) from \, and the 
Berlin Wall fell amidst universal rejoicing and cries of "Freedom!" 

The third important event was the coup of August 19, 1991. A week 
later the Communist Party was closed down. As the Party fulfilled the 
dream of Lenin, his chart should have been activated at this time. And it 
was! Transiting E in 17° Tl was opposing Lenin's natal P at 17° U. » at 
the beginning of =~ was conjunct Lenin's ) and squaring his SO. No 
chance of this being due to coincidence, it's too close. 

A new chart for Russia came into being on June 12, 1990. Typically, 
transiting X was exactly conjunct its > at 24° 6 when Yeltsin unleashed 
his army on little Chechnia. 

These contacts show that there does seem to be an influence of the 
chart of a great man for many years after he is gone from the earth. 
Folklore may not be so far wrong when it sings of Sir Francis Drake and 
his drum: 

Take my drum to England, hang it by the shore 

Strike it when your powder's running low. 

If the Dons sight Devon 

I'll quit the port of Heaven 

And drum 'em up the Channel as I drummed ‘em long ago 


54 


The Power of the Lunar Ingress 
JIM HAYNES 


N THE AUTUMN 1949 issue of Astrology England’s finest astro- 
logical mind, Charles Carter, wrote the following wise words: 
One question that must occur is that if revolutions should be 

worked for the sidereal zodiac, so ought ingresses. That is to say, one 
should take the time that the Sun enters the cardinal constellations, 
instead of its entry into the signs. For the usual ingresses have proved 
themselves, time and again, to be valid, and it must remain for the 
advocates of the sidereal zodiac to demonstrate that theirs are better. 
Such a demonstration would, to my mind, be more conclusive than 
many personal returns, because the times of the ingresses and the 
subsequent events are on record. If these ingresses are better, then 
the sooner this is proved and acknowledged, the happier it will be for 
all of us. 

The brilliant sidereal mathematician Garth Allen (Donald A. Bradley) 
took up the challenge. He calculated many charts of the worst events in 
history, i.e., he drew up the © ingresses of these events using the cardi- 
nal ingresses. He called them Capsolars, Cansolars, Arisolars and Lib- 
solars, as the © entered these signs. They showed possibilities, but not to 
the degree that Garth Allen was looking for. So he turned his work to the 
)’s entry into the cardinal signs of %, &, T and +. He called them the 
Caplunar, Canlunar, Arilunar and Liblunar. 

Much to his surprise, he found that the synetic vernal point — the point 
90° east of the solar apex that he had proposed as the link between tropi- 
cal and sidereal planet positions — was 6’ off from what he was using. 
Using a corrected SVP, he again drew up the event charts and found the 
accuracy that he felt proved the sidereal superiority. He also discovered 
ratios of importance: the © ingress being twice as good as the & ingress, 
and the T one twice as important as the = ingress. 

I have followed the path of Garth Allen and checked the Solar 
ingresses previous to many events. Like Mr. Allen, I too have been disap- 
pointed by the lack of accuracy that I found. 

With the Lunar ingresses it has been an entirely different story. As he 
did, I stuck to the cardinal ingresses, the Caplunar, Canlunar, Arilunar 
and Liblunar. The closeness of the planets has not only pleased me, but 
in many cases exceeded my expectations. I have tried them in relation to 
disasters and beneficial events alike with equally good results. These 
lunar ingresses can stand alone. They do not need to be compared to 
other charts. They show a coming event by planets near angles symbol- 
izing the nature of the event, such as o for a fire, etc. 
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Fig. 1 
LibLunar of 
August 8, 1883 
10:55:27 p.m. 
GMT; 

6S05, 105E22 
Fagan-Allen, 
Alcabitius 


I have chosen for this article two of the most dramatic events in my 
files: the Krakatoa volcano eruption of August 27", 1883, and the mys- 
tery explosion at Tunguska, Russia on June 30", 1908. 


plosion of Krakatoa on August 27" 1883. The 3,000-foot vol- 
cano, lying in the Sunda Strait between Sumatra and Java, ex- 
ploded with such force that its sides caved in, causing a 120-foot tsunami 
wave that swept into the Javanese coastal towns killing more than 36- 
thousand people. The sound of the explosion shot out to all points of the 
compass, and there were reports 
than people in the US heard it. As 
Krakatoa sank into the sea, its 
shock waves raced around the 
world seven times, four in one 
direction, three the opposite way. 
The explosion created one of the 
world’s strangest natural phenom- 
ena, the fine dust from it remained 
in the upper atmosphere for more 
than two years, providing une- 
qualed sunsets and sky-glows. 
Figure | illustrates the LibLunar ingress prior to the Krakatoa erup- 
tion. In the best scenario, an ingress chart predicting a volcanic eruption 
should have ¥ angular -- and here it does. ¥ at 27°54! T is conjunct the 
Midheaven at 25°40' T. Not only that but ¥ is also connected to another 
angle, the Vertex: it is conjunct the 4/Vx midpoint (the Vertex is 27°57' 


Niners IN recorded history can compare with the volcanic ex- 
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sw, and \ is at 27°41' II), which doubles the importance of ¥. The © at 
22°52! & is 2° from the East Point at 20°44' & and 4° from the Ascendant 
at 18°51' ©. Finally, o at 26°59' 3 is on the focal point of a T-square 
with the Vertex 
and XK. 


Fig. 2: 
Krakatoa 
eruption 

2:49 a.m. GMT, 
August 27, 1883 
6805, 105E22 


Figure 2 is set for the moment of the Krakatoa eruption. Although no 
planet is exactly on an angle, the /X midpoint at 7°49' @ is ‘4° from the 
MCG, while o* = 9/Vx, and the Q falls between the ASC and the East Point. 
However, the strongest indicator of what is happening is o’, stationary in 
declination at 23N38, where it is ‘out of bounds’. 


alist, 1 use the New Moon following the ©'s crossing over the 

Vernal equinox, the ingress into tropical T. This was observed 
as a festival by most of the ancient nations. It was a time of solemn 
celebration observed by the Israelites and Pagans alike. They knew the 
Neomenia to be the most important New Moon of the year, considering it 
to shadow things to come. 

On 2™ December 1986 I wrote to the NASA Director of Public Af- 
fairs predicting the success of Dick Rutan and Jeanna Yeager's round the 
world flight on one tank of gas. At the time I wrote the plane was 
somewhere over either the Atlantic or Africa. I based my prediction on 
both their 8 o'clock take-off from Edwards Air Force base in California, 
and on the 8-month earlier Neomonia of 8" April 1986, which was also 
an eclipse. The points on which I based my accurate prediction were the 
following: 


T HE NEOMENIA is the New Moon of the year. Although a sidere- 


at 
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Neomenia of 8" April 1986 Flight take-off 
Neomonia = 24°33' HK Q 24°25' H 
ASC 12°38' Tl § 12°10 Tl 
\ in 3° 16°30! cS 18° 09' a 
in 3” 17°36" = 20°35" ae 
Bp 12°00' =k PB 14°25" =in10" 
g 13°58' T 2 16°24" »in 10" 


The Neomenia also played a part in my prediction of the earthquake 
in Landers, California. The Neomenia was set for 3 April 1992, nearly 
four months before the earthquake. on 28" June 1992. The spotlight 
clearly fell on the following: 


Neomenia of Earthquake of 

3 April 1992 28" June 1992 
ASC 25°58! = e 25°48' = 
Vertex 21°38' = 


At the moment of the earthquake P was just 10 arc-minutes from be- 
ing exactly on the Neomenia's ascendant at Landers, California. 

The Neomenia prior to the Krakatoa eruption occurred on April 7, 
1883. It is shown at Figure 3. Compare this chart with those of the ac- 
tual eruption and the LibLunar: PE at the eruption tightly opposes the 
Neomenia Ascendant, very much as it did in the 1992 Landers earth- 
quake; in the Neomenia is the focal point of a T-square with o and the 
Vertex in the LibLunar chart; the Neomenia ¥ is conjunct the eruption 
Vertex; and the Neomenia ¥ is conjunct the LibLunar Midheaven. 

Another technique used by all ancient astrologers was to carefully ob- 
serve the lunations, both New and Full moons, set for the location of a 
possible event. Mundane astrologers nowadays favor various return 
charts and tend to ignore these valuable lunations. 

The new moon previous to the Krakatoa eruption occurred on af 
August 1883, see Figure 4. o% is at the MC and X is rising. The new 
moon itself is conjunct the LibLunar Ascendant. At the explosion itself 
the ) is applying to ¢ o* and exactly squares this lunation's Vertex. 

The full moon before the eruption occurred on 18" August 1883 at 
12:54:08 p.m. GMT. Again both o” and are angular, o at the IC and \K 
at the Descendant. oO K is a violent aspect. Its presence on the angles 
at the times of both the new and full Moons clearly indicates both the 
place and the time of the eruption. The time is further indicated by o% 
coming to exactly square the full moon's Vertex, at which time it was 
also widely squaring the Ascendant and East Point of the full moon 
chart. 


58 


Considerations XIV: 3 


Fig. 3: Neomania for Krakatoa 
1:36:28 p.m. GMT, April 7, 1883 
6S05, 105E22 


Fig. 4: New Moon of August 3, 1883 
1:26:28 a.m. GMT; 6S05, 105E22 


59 


Haynes: The Power of the Lunar Ingress 


On 30" June 1908 a fireball brighter than the sun hit the far north 

in Tunguska, Russia. The resulting noise is said to have been was 
even greater than that at Krakatoa. The Tungaska incident remains a 
mystery. It is speculated that it was a giant UFO or meteorite that ex- 
ploded some distance above the ground. What we do know is that it af- 
fected an 850-square-mile area, obliterating herds of reindeer and horses. 
Hundreds of miles of forest were scorched and the force of the explosion 
is said to have been the equivalent of some forty megatons of TNT, giv- 
ing it a power two thousand times greater than the force of the 1945 atom 
bomb dropped on Hiroshima. 


To: TUNGASKA MYSTERY EXPLOSION 


Fig. 5 
Tungasaka 
CanLunar 


June 2, 1908 
6:50:50 p.m. GMT 
61N36, 90E09 
Fagan-Allen 
Acabitius 


The Canlunar prior to the Tungaska explosion, see Figure 5, has B at 

the IC (the earth, the ground), in a tight grand cross with the East Point, 
the Midheaven and the Vertex. If that doesn't indicate an outstanding 
event connected to the earth and unique to Tungaska, I don't know what 
does. In addition, the o’/> midpoint, the point of greatest danger in any 
chart, at 29°18' T, exactly squares & and opposes the Ascendant in the 
chart for the explosion itself. The CanLunar o‘/X midpoint, the point 
where one is most accident prone, falls at 18°17' H where it is squares the 
explosion's Vertex. 
Figure 6 illustrates the moment of the explosion at Tungaska. 6 opposes 
the Ascendant, the ) and o are both tightly conjunct the East Point and 
at the Vertex opposes mysterious ¥, an indicator that this event remains 
unexplained. ? is exactly °K. 
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Fig. 6: Tungaska Mystery Explosion 
1:17 a.m. GMT, June 30 1908 
61N36, 90E09 


Fig. 7: Tungaska Neomenia 
5:02 a.m. GMT, April 1, 1908 
61N36, 90E09 
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The appropriate Neomenia chart is at Figure 7, set for 1* April 1908. 
PB squares the Midheaven and 4 is on the Ascendant. Something very 
large and explosive was due to fall out of the sky at this location. It did 
so when 2 came to oppose the Neomenia X. 

Ancient astrologers observed lunations most carefully when these 
were also eclipses. If we go back to the 3“ January 1908 solar eclipse (at 
9:42:54 p.m. GMT), set for Tungaska, we find the eclipse falls on the 
&° ¥. At the time of the explosion the Vertex was opposing the eclipse ¥. 

The eclipse on 28" June 1908 (at 4:30:39 p.m. GMT) occurred just 
two days before the explosion. At Tungaska o* was opposite the Ascen- 
dant. 


Books 
Considered 


Astrology: A Language of Life, Vol. 1:Progressions 
by Robert P. Blaschke. 1998. 
Earthwalk School of Astrology, 
P. O. Box 341, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034. 
135 pages, paper. $14.95 plus shipping. 


In this interesting and useful book Robert Blaschke describes how he 
combines secondaries, tertiaries and minors — the three progression cy- 
cles of a day for a year, a day for a lunation and a lunation for a year — 
into a single approach for prediction and counseling purposes. He relates 
secondaries, which he says involve the Earth and the ©, to Matter and 
Spirit; tertiaries (Earth and the )) to Matter and Soul; and minors () and 
©) to Soul and Spirit. 

Before the advent of computers Blatschke's approach of combining 
these three progression methods would have been much too time- 
consuming and computationally intensive for any astrologer to do all of 
the necessary work for other than a very few charts. Now, with the PC's 
ability to provide accurate listings of dated progressions at whatever rate 
the user wishes, combining different cycles has become not only possible 
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but is perhaps very necessary to ensure that the astrological counselor is 
fully aware of the upcoming opportunities in a client's life. 

There is much in this slim book that is stimulating and should be in- 
vestigated. I particularly liked the author's interpretations of each of the 
progressed planets’ direct and retrograde stations. An invaluable listing 
of the zodiacal longitudes of all planetary stations from 1920 to 1999 
backs this up. This listing solves a particular frustration I have long had 
with Michelson's otherwise so useful Tables of Planetary Phenomena 
that lists the date and time of stations but fails to provide their longitudes. 
Blaschke recognizes that transits are subordinate to progressions. Three 
cheers to him! He even mentions converse progressions! He is my type 
of astrologer. In recent years there has been too much of an emphasis on 
transits. 

I can recommend this book. The ideas and the writing are fresh and 
stimulating. There is much in it that can aid the astrologer in his or her 
practice, 

—Ken Gillman 


A Chronology of American Charts 
by Ron Howland 
Poz Publications, 1999 
www.chinle. free-online.co.uk 
Price: $35 


This collection of over 500 horoscopes is a must-have book for any 
mundane astrologer. Ron Howland begins the collection with the Eng- 
lish foundation of American society in the first section, "The Creating of 
English America’. The first chart in the book is that set for the crowning 
of William I in 1066. It includes birth charts for the English rulers of the 
day and the foundation charts for the new colonies plus horoscopes for 
the expeditions of Columbus and Sir Walter Raleigh. 

Part 2 is entitled 'Towards Revolution’ and covers the period from 
1754 to 1774. This section includes charts set for the moments of the 
first frictions between the colonies and the crown including the Stamp 
Act, the Sugar Act, the Boston Massacre, and the Tea Act. 

‘Towards Independence’ is the third section, It covers the period from 
1774 to 1776. Included here are charts for the first Continental Con- 
gresses and the early confrontations such as the Battles of Lexington and 
Bunker Hill. 

'The United States of America’ follows and covers the period from 
1776 to 1798. It includes the Articles of Confederation, the surrender of 
Cornwallis, the establishment of many governmental departments, and 
the establishment of diplomatic relations with foreign countries. 
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The chapters about the 19" and the 20" Centuries review the period 
from 1800 to the present. Here you will find important charts for the 
Civil War, World Wars, etc. 

Three chapters list horoscopes for the presidents and their inaugura- 
tions, powered flight, and the nuclear age. 

Exact times are provided whenever they are available. The book is 
generously footnoted with all references. Light is shed on the right horo- 
scope of the USA debate. Ron Howland devotes a section to this subject, 
reproducing the exact wording of historical documents that reflect the 
intent of the Founding Fathers. An appendix reproduces the Transcript of 
the Journals of Congress for July 3-4, 1776 and the author’s previously 
published studies on Jefferson’s Notes on July 4. 

Having written a regular monthly mundane column for the past ten 
years, I can appreciate the value of this book. Having it will enable me 
to concentrate on chart interpretation instead of poking through almanacs 
and chronologies. There is a great wealth of information here. Ron 
Howland gets to the heart of mundane astrology when he discusses the 
importance of shared degree areas. This is a great contribution to mun- 
dane astrology that will hopefully inspire further efforts from this dedi- 
cated researcher. 

—Bill Meridian 


Linda Goodman's Relationships Signs 
by Linda Goodman 
New York: Bantam Books, 1999 
Paper, 452 pages. $7.99 


Many of today’s astrologers were initially introduced to the subject by 
Linda Goodman's Sun Signs and the present book, her final writing (she 
died four years ago), is as good. 

Don't be put off by the book's title. It is not really about signs at all. 
Instead this is basic synastry with clear descriptions of the different 
meanings that follow when planets in one person's chart aspect those in 
another's. 

Highly recommended. It is well worth its modest price. 


—Ken Gillman 
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KEN GILLMAN 


N April 20, 1999 Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold stormed into 
Columbine High School in the Denver suburb of Littleton and 
killed twelve classmates and a teacher, then themselves. 
A year ago in Considerations’ the charts of eleven earlier 
school shootings were discussed and their analysis suggested 
that, when both the draconic and standard positions of the planets and 
angles are used, the where of the event will invariably be indicated by the 
prior eclipse set for the locality. The specific when of the indicated event 
may be less clear. Aspects between the period's lunation and diurnal 
charts to key positions in the prior eclipse usually show it. 

The tragedy at Littleton, Colorado provides a further opportunity to 
test these proposed rules. Let's track the astrological indicators for the 
where and the when of this tragedy. 

The prior solar eclipse occurred on February 16 at 00:38:29 a.m. 
MDT. At Littleton o rises in Ml, \{ closely opposes the 2 MC. 

cand \f both angular forecasts great danger. A person born with this 
pair angular, Cyril Fagan tells us, is likely to be something of a daredevil, 
a discontent ever demanding to be freed from any form of confinement 
or coercion, who cannot be made to do anything that doesn't serve his 
own ends. The combination suggests impulsive actions and accidents 
with guns, machinery or when driving, someone who is filled with 
adrenaline and constantly needs to test himself in combative situations. 
Involving the Midheaven, Ebertin tells us, it involves acts of violence 
and putting the pistol to someone's head. 

This natal interpretation 
also describes the event itself 
and perhaps even the charac- 
ters of the two killers. 

In an eclipse chart, as Jim 
Haynes points out in his arti- 
cle on the Krakatoa eruption 
in this issue, a o*-){ combina- 
tion is an indicator of poten- 
tial violence at those places 


' "Shootings in Eleven Schools" in Considerations Vol. XIII, No. 2: May-July 
1998. 
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Fig. 1 Solar Eclipse 
0:38:29 a.m. MDT, 16th February 1999 
Littleton, Colorado: 39N37, 105W01 


Fig. 2: April New Moon 
10:21:28 p.m. MDT, 15" April 1999 
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where this pair is angular. In astro-cartographic terms, the o’-)K lines 
exactly crossed at 37N35, 104W51, very close to Littleton at 39N37, 
105W01, and warn of unexpected acts of violence in the Denver (i.e., 
Littleton) area. The same two lines also crossed at the other side of the 
world, in the Indian Ocean. 


Fig. 3: Shootings at Columbine High School 
11:30? a.m. MDT, 20" April 1999 
Littleton, Colorado: 39N37, 105W01 


The April new ) provided the next warning. It fell within a minute of 
arc on the place of the eclipse %, when measured in draconic terms — the 
eclipse's draconic ) was at 6°54' %, the April new ) occurred at 6°55' % 
in the nodal zodiac. Yet this alone was not Littleton specific, it simply 
informed us that a heartless % expression of the February eclipse could 
be expected to manifest itself over the following month. 

That this affect of the April new ) would indeed play out in Littleton, 
Colorado, is shown by another factor*: draconic o was at 18°19! I] at the 
time of the April 15" new ). The draconic position of the Ascendant of 
the February 16" eclipse was 18°12' II. 


? Various other times were reported, from 11:05 to 11:40 a.m. 
3 Also note that at Littleton 5°32’ Q rises at the time of the August 11" eclipse. 
This point squares + at 5°18' & (<? of at 7°09' Ml) at the April 15 new ). It also 
squares both o” at 5°34’ Tl and * at 5°53! 8 on April 20, the day of the shooting. 
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Just after sunrise on April 20, the day of the shooting, » rose in the 6" 
degree of U, closely opposed by o” in the 6" degree of Tl, and squared by 
¥ in the 5" degree of =x. Neither the © nor ), in cither the standard solar 
zodiac or the draconic one, aspect angles in the February eclipse chart as 
happened in each of the eleven school shootings previously analyzed. 
However, the © at 29°58' T was a day past being conjunct the eclipse's 
at 28°51' T and the sunrise ) at 0°32' & was squaring the eclipse's 4 at 
0°42' T. That the ) was meaningful, despite the apparent non-violent 
nature of its aspect to eclipse 4, is suggested by it squaring the Mid- 
heaven (and being conjunct the natal ) of Eric Harris) when the killing 
spree began. 

The above validates the findings discussed in my May 1998 article: 
both the where and the when of this form of violence can be identified 
from the solar eclipse and lunation prior to the event, and to aspects be- 
tween these and the transits of the day on which violence occurs. Use of 
positions in both the standard and draconic zodiacs is necessary. 

April 20" was the 110" anniversary of 
the birth of Adolf Hitler. While there is no 
obvious relationship between Hitler's birth 
chart and the nativities of either boy, there is 
an exact aspect from the 1999 )f at 16°23" = 
to Hitler's natal o* at 16°23' %. This exact 
connection is not surprising given Dr. Mar- 
garet Millard's comments in her article in 
this issue and the prominence of o and X in 
the February solar eclipse. Does an individual's horoscope, in this case 
Hitler's, continue to have influence long after his death? Are we perhaps 
observing an element, perhaps the influence of a particularly evil de- 
gree’, that strongly manifested itself in the life of Hitler (he had fh o Qo 
4's antiscion, all in the 17" degree of 0) and has been triggered again 
here as X squared that same point in April 1999? 


in +, a cardinal T-cross that focuses on the ) in the 8" house, 

nothing in Earth, and a retrograde rising over an Algol- 
dominated Ascendant. This combination tells us that he was intense, had 
difficulty handling personal criticism and experienced a real conflict 
between needing to belong and needing to be different. With TIL rising 
and o conjunct the © and @ and opposed by P, there was clearly the po- 
tential for resentment and jealousy that could build up into great anger — 


| ie HARRIS was born with four planets in T opposed by three 


* See Axel Harvey's article in the May 1999 issue of Considerations, pp. 5-8, in 
which he identifies the 16" and 17" degrees of the Fixed signs as meaningful for 
events in the Balkans. 
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he is said to have glared at people in the school's 
hallways, gotten into fights with athletes and 
continuously criticized both the school and its 
sports teams. 

He wrote: 

I hate everything unless I say otherwise. 

Hey, don't follow your dreams or goals or 
any of that, follow your animal instincts, if it 
moves kill it, if it doesn't, burn it. 

He has been described? as "a sarcastic loud- 
mouth, always the first (© in T) to volunteer to 
read his personal essays in class, quick to make fun of a guest speaker". 


Fig. 4: Eric Harris 
9:37 p.m. EST, 9"" April 1981 
Plattsburgh, New York: 44N42, 73W27 
(source: Birth certificate) 


He wrote: What I don't do I don't like. What I don't like I waste. 

With the lack of Earth and the weakness of 2 and o’, both combust, 
we would expect a lack of stability in his life. If so, it may be associated 
with his family living on military camps for the first twelve years of 
Eric's life. 


> New York Times, June 29, 1999 
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His progressed Ascendant was squaring natal ¥, orb 1’, at the time of 
the shootings. For the past year he had been on anti-depressant drugs 
and was secing a therapist. He had mental problems — ) 0 ¥ exact at his 
birth (0' orb), with 2 opposed by they o ». The U is in 3" house. 

His April 1999 solar return had transit X ¢ his progressed ), this was 
angular at his birthplace. This aspect would have made him increasingly 
unstable, craving excitement and thrills. At the same time the SR ) was 
angular and squared the SR o’, which Cyril Fagan says would have 
caused him to be "aggressive, impetuous, violent and angry; frequently 
losing his temper; urges for mastery, conquest and adventure predomi- 
nate". 

In his current lunar return transit was conjunct his progressed o’. 
During the month he would feel thwarted and pushed around, and this 
could cause him to become bitter, to want revenge and to become vin- 
dictive, taking out his frustration on those weaker than himself. 

Two events immediately prior to the shooting confirm the validity of 
these key aspects in the solar and lunar returns. He asked three different 
girls to the graduation prom; each one rejected him. Five days before the 
shooting his dream of becoming a Marine was snatched away from him 
when his parents told a recruiter about the Luvox, the anti-depressant he 
was taking, which disqualified him. Friends reported that he was utterly 
crushed by the news and had been growing increasingly depressed as 
graduation neared. 

By converse primary direction, ¥ will have been ¢ o” (Naibod rate) at 
the time of the shootings had Eric Harris been born at 9:33:10 p.m. EST. 


YLAN KLEBOLD, a lanky 17-year- 
D= with wavy blond hair, was born 

with all of the planets within a 190° 
bowl that extended from o to the ). The As- S a e 
cendant and five planets are grouped in =, in- tA 
cluding 2 and %, the two planets traditionally << 
considered to be strongest in =. The satellium ad 
suggests that he was likely to have been totally 
self-absorbed and hypercritical, yet needing to 
be appreciated and be liked by everyone. It tells 
us that he could become very bitter if he felt that 
he was being provoked or rejected, that he had a great feeling for any 
injustice that he believed was aimed against his self. 

The combination of © in TI and ) in = would, according to Charles 
and Suzi Harvey, have caused him to distance himself from others (he 
had a reputation for being shy with girls and for not speaking to any 
classmate other than his friend Eric) and from his own feelings... 
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(he) demands perfection and is thus always pessimistic, unsatisfied and 
lonely.* 
Fig. 5: Dylan Klebold 
9:11 a.m. MDT, 11" September 1981 
Denver, Colorado: 39N44, 104W59 
(source: birth certificate) 


The progressed ) was crossing his natal Ascendant at the time of the 
shootings. This would typically have caused him to become compulsive, 
to be pushed around by his desires and cravings. His need to be the cen- 
ter of attention could have become overwhelming and he would have 
tried to become what he thought others (Eric?) wanted him to be. 

At the same time his progressed o was opposing his natal ), which 
would have increased his aggression. 

In his last solar return the ) was opposing P, while o’ opposed both 
the Ascendant and XX. This is highly explosive. It would have made Dy- 
lan impulsive and likely to commit unexpected acts of a devilish nature. 

In the same solar return, transit opposed his progressed Ascendant. 
That is never pleasant. There will have been many disappointments 
during the year, times when everything will have seemed to go wrong 
(both he and Harris were on probation for the attempted theft of tools 


° Harvey, Charles & Suzi. Sun Sign, Moon Sign. Northampton, England,: 
Aquarian. 1994, 
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from a van). He will have felt that he was a failure, unpopular, left out 
and unwanted. It is invariably a strong depressant. 

His motto: Death will take us so don't fight it. 

By primary direction, o will have been ¢ MC (Naibod rate) at the 
time of the shootings had Dylan Klebold been born at 9:09:14 a.m. 
MDT. 


YNASTRY. Some of the more obvious connections are listed be- 


low: 

Harris ) prog 16° 17! 
Klebold ) natal 16° 54! x 
Shooting uN 16° 23! a 
February eclipse MC 17° 59'Q 
August eclipse os 16° 50' TL 
August eclipse b) 16° 52'S 
Harris o natal 18° 30 T 
Klebold ASC natal 18° 38'= 
Harris ASC natal 26° 06' TL 
Klebold X natal 26° 40' TL 
February eclipse O&y 27°08" a 
Harris 4 planets in T, 3 in 

Klebold 5 planets & ASC in = 


Harris' o* was &° Klebold's Ascendant. 

Klebold's X was o Harris' Ascendant. 

The key aspect predicting this tragedy was 
oo ASC and  & MC, the o*-K paran, in 
the solar eclipse chart of February 16, 1999, 
cast for Littleton, Colorado. 


Aquilegia flo. inverso rubro 
Columbine 
with inverted red flower 
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Precessed Solar Return Directions 
ISAAC STARKMAN 


HE PURPOSE of this article is to demonstrate the use of the 
PSSR (Progressed or regressed Sidereal Solar Return), both for 
rectification and verification of rectified chart.' 
Cyril Fagan discovered the system in 1950. For each event 
two precessed solar returns are calculated, one for the standard 
or current forward transits, the other for prenatal transits. Secondary 
progressions of the planets and Q only are then derived from those two 
solar returns, both direct and converse, and we search for aspects with all 
factors of the radix, including the angles and house cusps.’ The aspects 
with the progressed or regressed ), which moves about 13° backward and 
forward in a year, are the main tools for rectification. The ) is serves as 
a kind of catalyst, while the planets give the color and reflect the real 
meaning of the event. 
The maximum orbs to use are, for the planets: 12’ for ¢ & 0°, and 10° 
for all the other aspects. For the aspects formed by the ), the orb can be 
up to 18', though it will usually be less than 12’. 


1. Marie Curie 

According to Lois Rodden, the birth time is local noon, equal to 10:36 
UT. Taking this time as a starting point, we start by searching the PSSR 
)'s secondaries for major aspects, especially conjunctions and opposi- 
tions, to radical planets and nodes. 

For her death, on 4" July 1934, the prenatal Precessed Solar Return is 
on 6" Nov. 1801 at 12:24 UT. The ) is 15°25' Tl and its travel is 13° 56'. 
Progressing the ) to 4" July, it will be 24°30' Tl, 47’ from an exact con- 
junction to radical , a most appropriate aspect for death. To find the 
time of birth for this aspect to have zero orb, we make the following 
simple calculation: 47' x 24 + 13° 53". The result, 1h 21m, is then added 
to 10h 36m to get 11h 57m UT. No reliable rectification is possible by 
using only one event and one aspect, but this result can serve as a starting 
point. 


' Alexander Marr, Prediction 1, pp. 23-38. 

2 The only program that performs these calculation is Alexander Marr's ASTRO. 
It can be obtained from the writer either at P. O. Box 39675, Tel Aviv, Israel, or 
by E-mail: stark@netvision.net.il 
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Table 1: Marie Curie 


Event Date_| Aspect | Orb PSR _| prog/reg| 


1. |Death of mother | 5/9/78 | })*B 4' | Prenatal | Reg 
| Da¥ 18' | Current | Prog 
ded vis Current | Reg 


2. |Death of sister 1/76 | 204s 4 | Current | Reg 
3 |Voyage to Paris | 11/3/91} %o3 3' | Prenatal | Prog 
4, |Marriage 7/26/95 | Dax | 10' | Current | Prog 


doe 3 Current | Reg 
5. |Daughter born 9/12/97 | Do? As vi Current | Reg 
Bad 4' | Prenatal | Prog 
6. |Awarded Ph.D. | 6/25/03 | )*% 3' | Current | Reg 
7. |Abortion 8/20/03 | oo? Mc | 10’ | Prenatal | Reg 
DoAs 8' | Prenatal | Prog 
Y ow Me P Current | Reg 
dat 13' | Prenatal | Reg 
8. |Nobel Prize 12/12/03| 8 °3 2 Prenatal Reg 
9. |Daughter born 12/6/04 | RoS 6 Current | Prog 
Qa Me 3' | Prenatal | Prog 
10. |Death of husband | 4/19/06 | ¥%3 2' | Current | Prog 
Y 2 Me 6' | Prenatal | Prog 
11. |Defeated 1/23/11 | 7 OAs 3' | Current | Reg 
12. |Death 7/4334 | Do 11' | Prenatal | Prog 
dad 5' | Current | Reg 
G*12 | 8' | Prenatal | Reg 


Taking another event, the death of her mother on 9" May 1878, the 
standard SSR occurred on 7" Nov 1877 at 0.11 UT. The ) is 5°48" 7, 
Regressing it to 9” May gives 29°44' Tl, which is 40' away from o of ra- 
dix. By reverse calculation, the adjusted birth time is then 11:49 UT. 

At this stage it is easier to use Polaris and make the search with Pri- 
maries.’ Using 25 major events and a search time spanning from 10:00 to 
13:00 UT, Polaris shows 11:36:12 UT as the 6th ranking. This is the 
only time close to the approximate time we found with the PSSR. 

Using this rectified birth time, we can proceed to analysis more 
events, but now we look for aspects between the progressed/regressed 
planets derived from the SSR to radical angles and houses. Needless to 
say, the symbolism of the planets and houses involved should be appro- 
priate to the nature of the event. Table 1 above gives the results for the 
this time. 


5 See “Rectification without tears”, Considerations, Vol. 13, No.2 
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As in primary and secondary directions, a harmonious aspect with a 
malefic (o’, », ¥ or 2) signifies troubles and difficulties, as in event 1. 
Vice versa, an inharmonious aspect with benefics will signify a positive 
event, as in event 4 in Table 1 and event | in table 2. 


2: Rose Kennedy 

According to Doris Kearns Goodwin's book The Fitzgeralds and the 
Kennedys, Rose Kennedy was born on 22™ July 1890 "later that night". 
Let’s take 10 PM as the starting point (03:00 UT, 23" July). 

a. For her death on 22™ January 1995, SSR: 24" July 1994, 18:36 

UT, with the ) at 25°58' «x. Progressing it to 22™ January brings the 

) to 2°34'}, exactly o° natal », 

b. For the birth of a daughter on 13" September 1918, SSR: 24" 

July 1918, 07:08 UT, ) 6°22' xx. Progressing the ) to 13" September 

gives 8° 23' x o 4 with orb of 11’. 

c. For birth of another daughter on 10" July 1921, prenatal SSR: 

22" July 1860, 10:30 UT. Regressed ) is 8°22' Tl exactly ¢ 2. 

Having found enough appropriate aspects between the progressed or 
regressed SSR ) to radical planets, we can proceed to perform a refined 
rectification. Using Polaris and 19 major events, the search spanning 
from 2:00 UT to 4:00 UT, Polaris shows 2:49:49 UT as the second 
ranking. This rectified time is corroborated by events listed in Table 2. 


ae 


3: Princess Diana 
Her birth time is a most controversial 


one. The official birth time for Diana is : 
18.45 UT and some use 1.00 UT, and we KA 
know that, like most of birth times in Eng-  * 
land, her birth time was not recorded. With eS) 
the help of my program and using only 
twelve main events in Diana’s life, the [' 
search time spans 6 hours from 13:00 to 
19:00 UT. The correct time 17:23:49 UT 
then appears as the 8th ranking, out of 2,700 


possible moments. 
Besides testing it with primaries, secondaries and lunar cycles, the 
real verification for this rectification comes from Fagan’s method: 
a. Marriage 29" July 1981: Sidereal Solar Return: 1“ July 1981 at 
20:32 UT, ) 10°44' &. By regression, on 29" July it will be 9°37' &, 
exactly ¢ natal ©. 
b. Son born 15" September 1984: Prenatal sidereal solar return: 1* 
July 1938 19:53 UT, ) 4°29' I. Regressing this to 15" September the 
) will be 1°39' TI, exactly ¢ radical o*. 
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Table 2: Rose Kennedy 
Event Date _| Aspect | Orb PSR _|prog/reg| 

1. |Marriage 10/714 | Dog 6' | Prenatal | Prog 
dex 15' | Prenatal | Prog 

2. |Daughter born 9/13/18 | Do 4 Current | Prog 
Qz5 7 Prenatal | Prog 

de 4' | Current | Prog 

3. |Daughter born 70/21 | Yo? 5' | Prenatal | Reg 
d=} 3" Prenatal | Reg 

dos 7 | Current | Reg 

dxdt 0' Current Reg 

das 8' | Current | Prog 

ofS Wg Prenatal Reg 

Q » Me 0’ | Prenatal | Reg 

$u5 6 Prenatal | Reg 

Sx) ch Current | Prog 

4 |Death of sister 9/17/36 | Do? As 0' Current | Prog 
de si Current | Reg 

Dx 4 Current | Reg 

Qe Me 3! Current Reg 

co As o Prenatal | Prog 

¥Yx8 I Current | Prog 

5. |Operation 1/30/38 | ¥o12 | O' | Prenatal | Prog 
6. |Death of daughter | 5/14/48 | ) o 1' | Prenatal | Prog 
SAM 8' | Prenatal | Reg 

28 1' | Prenatal | Reg 

» Pa) 14" | Current Reg 

Q~ 12 Bi Current Prog 

7. |Death of son 6/6/68 | D=¥ 0' | Prenatal | Reg 
HB 4' | Prenatal | Reg 

oi *Mc | 3" | Current | Reg 

8. |Grandson born 11/25/60} )xO v4 Current | Reg 
d+? 0' Current | Prog 

Dac 2' Current Reg 

dos 9 Current | Reg 

Dey 9 | Current | Prog 

dog 10' | Prenatal Reg 

ox*S 8 Current Reg 

9. |Grandson died 8/25/84 | DoR ve Current | Prog 
10. |Death 1/22/95 | Deh 5 Current | Prog 
4o8 ct Current | Prog 

S~8 1" Current | Prog 

D*8 5'__| Prenatal | Prog 


Table 3: Ronald Reagan 
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Event Date _| Aspect | Orb PSR __|prog/reg| 

1. |Marriage 1/26/40 | D°L 15" Current Reg 
2. |Daughter born 1/4/41 | DaQ 3 Prenatal Prog 
2Q5 8 Prenatal Reg 

ze 11" | Current Reg 

3 |Death of father 5/18/41] D*PB 2 Prenatal Reg 
4. |Entered Army 4/14/42| ce PAs| 5 Prenatal Reg 
5. |Demobilization | 12/9/45] Do % EY Current Reg 
Y= As 4 Prenatal Reg 

QeyD 4 Prenatal | Prog 

6. |Pneumonia 6/20/47 | otoAs | 3! Prenatal Reg 
yz¥ 2' Current | Prog 

Yds 8 Current | Prog 

7. |President of Guild] 11/17/47) 4o As 5! Current Prog 
8. |Accident 6/19/49 | SOAs 0 Current Prog 
o&o12] 10' | Prenatal Prog 

Ke 3 a Prenatal Reg 

$03 4 Prenatal Prog 

9. |Daughter born 10/21/52} Do 5 8 Prenatal Prog 
D * Me 6 Current | Prog 

B*5 11' | Prenatal Reg 

yo 5 12' | Current Reg 

10. |Son born 5/20/58 | DaQ 8 Prenatal | prog 
11. |Death of mother | 7/25/62 | ) °K 3! Prenatal Prog 
12. |Won Primary 6/7/66 | DPF | 13 | Current | Prog 
yx? 0 Prenatal Prog 

d*3 6 Current Prog 

Ba3 2 Prenatal Reg 

13. |Won election 11/8/66 | )”O | 13" | Current Reg 
Do M 11' Current Prog 

14. Inauguration 1/4/71 | Do 15' Current Prog 
yx3 3! Current Reg 

15. |Nomination 7/16/80 | )*© | 13' | Prenatal | Prog 
yaAO 16' Current Reg 

Qads 9 Current Reg 

YZ As 2! Prenatal Reg 

16. |Near assassination) 3/30/80 | Do ¥ 8 Prenatal Reg 
17. |Surgery 7/13/85 | So 12 6 Prenatal Reg 
18 |Agreement 12/7/87 | DoQ 8} Prenatal Prog 
Bx ry Current Reg 

19. |Accident 1/4/89 | ham] 4 Current Reg 


Average orbs in Table 3: for planets 5.5’, for D 8.3’. 


77 


Starkman: Precessed Solar Return Directions 


4: Ronald Reagan 

Ronald Reagan’s birth time is also controversial. Nick Sutherland 
published a list of 34 different suggested birth times, collected from vari- 
ous sources, that ranged from 00.46 AM to 
2.55 PM’. 

Using Polaris and 34 major events, the 
search time spanned the full 24 hours from 
local midnight (06:00 UT, 6” February 
1911) to local midnight the next day (06:00 
UT, 7" February 1911). The birth time of 
07:43:56 UT appears as the 7" ranking. 
Table 3 gives the PSSR for 19 events. 
There are 16 aspects involving the ), eight 
of them are conjunctions and oppositions to 
an appropriate planet, with small orbs. 
Comparative analysis with each of the other thirty-three times in Nick’s 
list shows that only around 07:45 UT are such a quantity of appropriate 
aspects obtained, especially with the ). 

This method is the best proof for a rectification, much more so than 
from using regular progressions. As Alexander Marr has written, it also 
works very well for the Epoch and in the Dual Test. * 


@ 


* Considerations, IX: 4. 
* Alexander Marr, "Astrology in the Computer Age" in Considerations, VII: 3. 
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Transits, Heresy & 
Some Right Royal Predictions 


HELEN BEST 


Monday evening meetings 
at the Astrological Lodge of 
London attract astrologers 
of all shades and hues. The 
program divides into two 
halves, a lecture followed 
by chart discussion. In- 
between, members and 
guests gather for refresh- 
ments in the tearoom of the 
fine eighteenth century 
building. Above the sound 
of clinking of cups and 
munching of delightful 
homemade cakes, the patter of astrological discourse can be heard. 

It was amidst this polite hubbub that I spotted the Lodge President, 
Wanda Sellar, weaving her way among the guests. ‘Wanda’, | said, 
waving a bright yellow envelope, ‘I've got something to share with the 
group in the second half. I've made some predictions for the Queen 
and royal family for the next few weeks. And this is the written ver- 
sion, which I'd like to formally lodge with the society.' She hesitated. 
‘Well... why not hand it to me in front of everyone during your pres- 
entation’ And so I did. 


/ RANSITS ARE surely the most fundamental technique of pre- 
dictive astrology. We take the horoscope as a frozen moment 
in time and relate to it subsequent movements of the heavenly 
bodies. Essentially we look for 'contact' of the transiting plan- 

ets by numerically defined ‘aspects’. 

What defines a contact? We say a planet is 'in' if it falls within a cer- 
tain range of the natal body. This certain range is called an orb. Now, 
with some exceptions, most predictive astrologers tend not to pay too 
much attention to orbs. A rough rule-of-thumb exists that 1° before and 
after the natal body is about right, and most practitioners work with that. 

Yet, time and again, predicted events happen early. This phenome- 
non is one of the most common observations in predictive work. There 
cannot be an astrologer who has not experienced it. So why not re- 
appraise our orbs? This is where the ‘heresy’ of this article's title comes 
in. I am an astrologer working with new ideas in technique. One of 
these is a new approach to transits that uses a different concept of orbs. 
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In that bright yellow envelope handed to the Lodge president was a sct of 
predictions that had been made using this innovative methodology. I 
have developed this approach over quite some years, and have demon- 
strated it many times through predictions. A number of practitioners 
have already begun using it. 

Here it is: The © lies at the heart of our solar system and rotates anti- 
clockwise on its axis carrying with it the planets. The whole system is a 
unity, the planets travelling on the same plane as the ©, and in the same 
direction that it rotates. In keeping with the natural motion of the solar 
system this method of transits uses only aspects made in an anti- 
clockwise direction, e.g. from T to Q, but not from 2 to T. Another way 
of putting it is that aspects are not thrown backwards. There is one ex- 
ception to this rule, and I will come to it later. 

Use only the four major aspects: ¢, 0°, O and 4. Only relatively outer 
transiting planets to relatively inner natal planets (and natal luminaries) 
are used. For instance you would use transiting 4 to natal o’, but not 
transiting o to natal ¥. Transiting © and ) are not used as these belong, 
for the most part, to a separate system based on the lunation. 

Now for orbs. There are 360° in the circle, but 365 or 366 days in a 
year. The difference of 6° is the natural orb for transits, which is based 
on the ©. It is used only on the applying side. There is no separating 
orb. 

The 6° orb involves the crucial concept of the threshold. In this ap- 
proach we see that an influence is more powerful at the boundary than 
over the remaining five degrees. The 6° point is sensitive, volatile and 
intense. There is a feeling of instability about it, sometimes in a freakish 
sort of way. For the remaining 5° the energy is ‘normal’. The influence 
ends cleanly when exact. As already stated, no separating orb is allowed 
for. The differential qualities of threshold and non-threshold override the 
traditional meaning of aspects as benefic and malefic. 

At the 6°-threshold point the meaning of a planet seems to be brought 
out in a heightened or intensified way. If it is a 9 transit, say, then sud- 
denly there is a proliferation of feminine energies for the day or days in 
question. A disruptive or discordant element may also be thrown up 
during this time. 

An example using o*: Let us say you are going to experience a con- 
junction of o” to your natal ©. If your © is at 10° I the transit will be 
operative from 4° TI to 10° I. The sensitive threshold is at 4° 7. The 
length of time you are under threshold energies depends on the speed o* 
is travelling. If it is moving quickly, it will last only a short time and will 
not be as powerful as it would be if o* were stationary on that point. 
However a short duration makes the threshold easy to spot. 

At the threshold the masculine energy will be noticeable. You may 
find yourself in a very masculine environment. In addition to its well- 
known meanings of military and police o also rules trades such as 


80 


Considerations XIV: 3 


building, decorating, mechanics and haulage. At minimum there is, at 
the threshold, a strongly recognizable sense of o. At maximum it is 
frictional and disruptive. 

One person's o” at the threshold to conjunction with the © might look 
like this: 


Jane has builders arriving on the day of the threshold. She had to 
cancel her physical workout at the gym because this was the only day 
they could come. As she's now going to be at home she has also ar- 
ranged for someone to call and remove some furniture she's disposing 
of. It's hectic that morning. Her father telephones, and also her 
brother. The builders are everywhere, making the usual mess. Now 
there's a pounding at the front door. Could it be the removal man? 
No, it’s a policeman. Does Jane know anything about the car at the 
bottom of the street? It has no tax disk and has been there for 
months. She doesn't. There's no sign of that removal man. Jane has 
done a great deal of reorganizing in preparation for him to take away 
that old chest of drawers and wardrobe. In the midst of all this she's 
trying to prepare a curry for the evening. Her partner's T friend is 
going to be in town. He enjoyed her curry very much last time, and 
she has promised to make it again. She finds she's run out of red chili 
peppers. Damn. It's a short drive to the shop, but she can't get away, 
what with the builders in and the removal man coming. And the car 
has mechanical problems. She might not be able to get it started, or 
could get stranded at the shop. With so much chaos Jane feels irrita- 
ble and lashes out at the dog as it runs under her feet. The removal 
man is two hours late. Where is he? She tries to telephone him, but 
can't get through... 


That was Jane's experience of o on the threshold. Once the planet 
entered the remaining 5° of the conjunction its energies were much bet- 
ter. She had a great workout at the gym. A mechanic friend fixed the car 
for nothing. She even enjoyed a war movie on television. It wasn't all 
great. There were some minor trials and tribulations, but overall o* be- 
came much kinder to her. It was much less noticeable too. She had to 
really look out for it to spot it. 

The most powerful threshold tends to be the first one, i.e. the first 
time a planet crosses the 6° boundary. As seen from Earth, all the planets, 
the ) excepting, have periods of (apparent) retrograde motion as they 
make their way round the heavens. This means that they can cross the 6° 
point more than once. The first crossing needs to be carefully identified 
as it is usually the most significant. The reason is probably that this is, 
in a sense, a 'double' threshold. It is the first time at the boundary, 
bringing a doubling, so to speak, of threshold energy. 

Discerning the first threshold is relatively easy with the innermost 
planets because their motion is swift. This makes the 6° point fairly ap- 
parent. The outer planets, on the other hand, go slowly back and forth 
over only a few degrees, and the first threshold can be hard to spot. If $, 
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say, goes stationary at 6° away on its first approach to a natal body, is 
that the threshold? Or will it be some months later when ¥ passes the 6° 
point exactly? 674° degrees is a little short of the threshold, but this 
might be compensated for by the fact the planet is stationary. As already 
noted, in astrology events frequently catch the astrologer out by happen- 
ing early. As a general rule, therefore, it makes sense to expand orbs 
rather than contract them. In the above example then, I would unhesi- 
tatingly regard 6° away as the threshold. 


FORECAST for the Queen. 
Fortunately there was no difficulty in identifying the first thresh- 


old when I made those predictions for the Queen in early Febru- 
ary 1997. I had spotted that, as the month unfolded, 4+ would catch )K up 
in the sky. Both planets would conjointly make an opposition to the 
Queen's ), which is at 12° Q. In mid-February 4 and X would together 
be exactly on the threshold point, six degrees away, at 6° «=», What 
would happen? and { spoke to me of some kind of friction to do with 
travel. I therefore wrote: 


There is also a sensitive transit — 4 and X <° her ) — the critical 
time for which is mid-February. Controversy or difficulties involving 
an air flight or trip may occur. 


On 16" February, a Sunday, there were two front-page stories in- 
volving the Queen and controversy over travel. For the monarch to fea- 
ture directly in any controversy is unusual. That both stories should in- 
volve the same subject, i.e. travel, is even more so. 

The headline of The Independent on Sunday was “President of Alba- 
nia gave Queen stolen goods.” The story was about Sali Berisha's state 
visit to Britain in 1994 — controversy involving a trip. It seemed that 
the Queen, in diligently performing her royal duties, had received, with 
all pomp and splendor, the leader of a somewhat dubious regime. Ber- 
isha had given the monarch the gift of an antique inlaid silver box. It 
turned out that this had almost certainly been looted from an Albanian 
museum. 

Travel is both 4 and \, the latter 
planet adding, particularly at threshold, 
a freakish twist. Both planets are also 
airflight, and Berisha had flown to Brit- 
ain. 4 can relate to state occasions and, 
of course, gifts and largesse; while 
specifically rules antiques. The gift 
being silver probably links with this 
being an activation of the ). 

The other story of that day was on 
the front page of The Mail on Sunday. 
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It too was about controversy and difficulties to do with travel. The 
Duchess of York, Sarah Ferguson, had appeared on American television. 
Interviewed by David Letterman, she had revealed that she is obliged to 
seek the Queen's permission whenever she wishes to take her daughters 
out of Britain. Letterman replied, “That's tyranny, that's tyranny.” 

This story must have upset the Queen as she is reputedly fond of her 
former daughter-in-law. 4 and \ at threshold to the ) certainly tend to 
have some sort of hurtful effect. 4 and )X fit well with the situation of 
Fergie in America, communicating with the American public via modern 
technology. In this instance the ) would seem to be describing the 
largely feminine nature of this upset, the ‘difficulty’ over travel involving 
the Queen's daughter-in-law, and her female grandchildren.’ 


Queen Elizabeth II 
1:40 a.m. GMT, April 21*, 1926 
London: 51N31, OW08 
(Source: Official announcement) 


So there we had two media stories involving the Queen and contro- 
versy over trips, precisely at the time predicted. Both 4 and were a 
full 6° away from exactly opposing the Queen's ) in mid-February. 

At the Lodge meeting of 17" March I made an assessment of the pre- 
diction in the charts discussion session. I also took a look at what 4 and 
\{ had brought for the Queen since they passed the threshold. I had not 
made any forecast for this phase, but wanted to see if I could show from 


Intriguingly, given that both the Berisha and Fergie story broke on the same 
day, both share the same birthdate, 15th October. 
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media stories — the difference between the threshold and the remaining 
five degrees. 4 and K had now separated in the sky, but both were still 
opposing the Queen's ) from the less highly charged, non-threshold de- 
grees. As already explained, during this time we expect an astrological 
energy to have a more ‘normal’ expression. 

Two events seemed relevant. The first was the state visit of the Is- 
raeli President, Ezer Weizman, in the last few days of February. (){ was 
then 5%4° away from exact opposition, 4 4° away. For 4 certainly, the 
threshold was passed and the Queen was now free to enjoy the transit. x 
was theoretically still on the threshold, but had obviously lost its sting.) 
A banquet had been held by the Queen at Buckingham Palace at which 
the Queen Mother had been present. Being a lavish state occasion in- 
volving a foreign dignitary, this was certainly evidence of } being active. 
This planet in combination with the ) evokes the culture of the Jewish 
people, with their supreme father god and lunar calendar.” 4 also de- 
scribes Weizman as chief-of-state, as well as former air force officer. It 
is notably a planet of the sky and air, deities of this kind usually being 
seen as in command of the upper atmosphere. 

But { also fits well for an air force officer/politician. A primeval sky 
god, its energies have come to encompass aviation, as well as machinery 
and technology. The planet also has much to do with politics, especially 
of a radical kind, as well as political parties and groups and organizations 
involved with the state. 

To demonstrate further that a transit can be working at a wide orb 
there is something else we can do. We need though to be mildly hereti- 
cal and view natal bodies in calendar terms. We convert each position 
into a date according to the O's regular annual passage through the zo- 
diac. (The annual date of a planet at 0° T would be 21" March, at 0° 
23" September, and so on) Since the yearly cycle is the framework 
within which all life events take place this is always a meaningful thing 
to do. The Queen's ) is at 12° . The Sun is always in this degree of 2 
on Ath August, give or take a day. This date then is the Queen's annual ) 
date. 

As part of Weizman's visit, on 26" February the Queen unveiled a 
statue of Raoul Wallenberg. He was a Swedish diplomat who saved 
thousands of Hungarian Jews from the Nazis. Wallenberg was born on 
4th August 1912 — the Queen's ) date. Something so specific is strong 
evidence for the Queen's ) being activated in late February. There were 
no other transits to it at the time, only those of 4 and Ik. 


? There is also a wealth of mythological evidence that points to Jehovah and 
Jupiter/Zeus being much the same entity. For instance both Zeus and Jehovah 
were associated with mountaintops, weather conditions and the sound of thunder 
> We can also call it the lunar birthday. 
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But 4" August is also the Queen Mother's birthday.’ This suggests the 
Queen may have been living out part of her mother's psyche under this 
transit. Israel was born out of the Second World War, and this period of 
history was primarily her mother's memory and experience. And, as we 
have seen, the Queen Mother was present at the banquet held in Weiz- 
man's honor. As an elderly woman, she does not attend many state occa- 
sions nowadays. Her presence shows the sense of involvement she has 
with the Israeli president and his concerns. My prediction had mentioned 
the ) as a marker of the Queen Mother's birthday and said there could be 
a newsworthy event connected with her.° 

The second event of the non-threshold phase of 4 and X in opposition 
to the Queen's ) took place on 6" March when the Queen put the royals 
on the Internet, She unveiled the royal website at Kingsbury High School 
in north London. This was both 4 and f, the former being the planet of 
computers and the latter relating to communications and education. 

To summarize the two non-threshold happenings, both the state visit 
of the Israeli President at the end of February, and the opening of the 
royal website on 6th March, took place under 4 and \K & ). But the 
planets had moved on from the threshold, and their energies were no 
longer freakish and disruptive. If we compare their expression with mid- 
February, the threshold time, we see a distinct difference. Back then 4 
and )K had a sting in the tail, so to speak. Those media stories about Ber- 
isha and Fergie would undoubtedly have been shocking and upsetting to 
the Queen. Once the threshold was passed though, 4 and \X seemed to 
take on more benign form. 


SECOND FORECAST for the Queen. 
A my assessment of 17" March I followed up with another 

threshold prediction for the Queen. 4 was by now on its way to 
conjunct the Queen's o* and 4. I had long since regarded this natal com- 
bination, which crops up a number of times in the royal family, as in- 
volving horses. The Queen is a keen horsewoman, as are many members 
of the royal family. 4} would cross the threshold at the end of March and 
beginning of April. During this time transiting & would be retrograde 
and would oppose the Queen's 2, which is an important planet for her. 
Now o has strong links with horses; the Romans used to sacrifice these 
unfortunate animals to that deity.° One of the key dates for these rituals 


* Careful analysis of a woman's ) date nearly always reveals links with female 
relations. This is a very clear and obvious instance of it. 

5 Also evocative of 4 ~ the 4" August point is the fact that Weizman was born 
12 years earlier than the Queen Mother. This is the number of years 4 takes to 
travel once round the zodiac. For the Queen to attend a function where two 
VIP's are born on the same date 12 years apart is very 4. The fact that their date 
of birth is 4th August is very 4 o° 4th August ). 

° See The Golden Bough by Sir J. G. Frazer. 
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was 21" April, the Queen's birthday. 

At the Lodge that evening I predicted that the Queen would experi- 
ence some kind of problem or upset connected with horses or horse- 
racing, and I pinpointed late March/early April as the significant time. A 
written version of the prediction was also made, which included this pas- 
sage: 


The Queen will be experiencing a transit of 4 to her natal o* and 
from March to May 1997. An opposition from transiting o will ac- 
company this for much the same period. During this time there will 
be problems or upsets to do with a horse or horses, the background 
mythology being that the Romans used to sacrifice horses to @’. One 
important time-focus is end March/beginning April when \ is at the 
Threshold of the conjunction to ¢’, i.e. 6° away. In any event prob- 
lems to do with horses will certainly have taken place by 21st April. 


On the afternoon of 5" April the Queen's daughter, Princess Anne, an 
avid horsewoman, attended the Grand National. She was to present the 
trophy to the winner. But, to the consternation of everyone, IRA bomb 
threats caused the event to be cancelled. This kind of disruption to a 
major horse race was unprecedented, and it was the main story in all the 
media. The Princess was pictured grim-faced in several newspapers, 
being led to safety by detectives and officials. There had indeed been 
bombs. They were dealt with once the racecourse had been cleared. 

The debacle must have been frightening and upsetting to the Queen. 
Her daughter's life had clearly been in danger. The monarch is a keen 
horsewoman and racegoer herself, and the disturbance at Britain's most 
famous steeplechase must have been quite a shock to her. But naturally 
she does not make public comment about such matters. 

The event took place when 4 was about 5° away from the conjunction 
to 0’, and about 6'4° away from its return to natal 4. Both planets in the 
natal conjunction were therefore active, although which can be regarded 
as the threshold activation is uncertain. Being on the early side, the 4 
return is compelling, particularly since, through », it has the meaning of 
horses. 

There is a direct link with Anne too. Her natal © exactly opposes her 
mother's natal }. This means the } transit was both a threshold 4 return 
for the Queen and a threshold opposition to © for Anne. 

But there is also transiting o* on the Queen's chart to consider. As al- 
ready mentioned, there is an exception to the rule that transits are read in 
an anti-clockwise direction. This is when a retrograding planet makes a « 
or &. When a planet has been ¢ or in ¢ in direct motion and then Tepeats 
the action in retrograde motion, this is perfectly valid astrologically. 


’ The reasons for this are not certain, but are probably to do with replication of 
the retrograde motion of the )'s Q. These always apply in a clockwise direction. 
The only retrograding aspects this system uses are the ¢ and o°. The 4 and O are 
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On 5" April o” was opposing the Queen's 2 by retrograde motion. (It 
had made the opposition by direct motion in November 1996). It was 
exactly 6° away in other words on the threshold where disruptive events 
take place. Threshold o ¢° 2 expresses well an act of war that threatened 
her daughter's life.® 

The reference to Roman mythology turned out to be meaningful too, 
the Irish Republican Army being a Roman Catholic organization. The 
horses had certainly been in danger of being killed — they could all too 
easily have been a sacrifice to the aims of the IRA — but thankfully all 
survived. 

To summarize this prediction, it was the combination of a } transit to 
the Queen's natal o* ¢ 44, plus a o transit to her 2 that produced an event 
that would have been so upsetting to the Queen as a mother and a keen 
horsewoman. Both transits were at the threshold point on the date of the 
incident. One would expect though, that the Queen would experience 
some happier times from } and o once the threshold period was over. 


sits. The above forecasts were made using just one or two major 

configurations. These were carefully selected as the leading in- 
struments in the orchestra, so to speak, for a particular period. There 
were other transits operating at the same time, but those chosen were 
deemed to be the most important. 

In order to fully understand not only transits, but also just about any- 
thing in astrology, our efforts need to focus on just one area at a time. 
There is such depth and richness to each main transiting aspect, that one 
needs to have a good feeling for each one individually before attempting 
any kind of synthesis. 

The approach outlined here flies in the face of a much-loved astro- 
logical belief — that of exactitude as the most powerful time of a predic- 
tive measurement. Admittedly, the idea of 'tightness' is plausible and 
appealing. But one can point to many concepts of this kind that are sim- 
ply incorrect. The real truth turns out to be something one has to dig for, 
or even something that appears entirely contrary to common sense. Sci- 
ence is full of such things, which is presumably why only some of us are 
good at it.” 


Neste: to say I thoroughly recommend this approach to tran- 


not used. Naturally, however, a non-aspectual significance can be given to ret- 
rogrades, e.g. in terms of sign and house 

5 The Virgin and the Fishes is very Christian too, and the IRA's war on Britain 
has much to do with religion. The latter is the original symbol of Christianity. 
Through various links Venus tends to stand for the Christian church 

° For a discussion of common sense reasoning in relation to science I can rec- 
ommend The Unnatural Nature of Science. Why Science Does Not Make (Com- 
mon) Sense by Lewis Wolpert. Although he is scathing about astrology, none- 
theless many of his arguments about the real truths of life's laws apply to our art. 
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Something also needs to be said about the way in which orbs are often 
thought of as working before and after. In this approach, as we have 
seen, there is no separating orb. Let us stop and think about this. The 
quality of our experiencing on the before side of things is surely very 
different from the after. How does before and after Christmas, for in- 
stance, feel? As this festival approaches it is active and dynamic in our 
lives. It is something we plan and prepare for. At this time we are in its 
power, so to speak. But once Christmas has gone the whole feeling of it 
is de-energized. Its dynamism has fizzled out. In January Christmas is 
something we are free to look back on with whatever feelings we choose. 
But we couldn't do that in November when it was approaching. 

In the same way the degree after a transiting contact has an entirely 
different feel to the degree before. The transit has gone. It is now de- 
energized. In my view believing in after-effects is rather like saying it 
doesn't matter if we don't get to the station in time for the train. 

Another way of looking at the business of prior-versus-after is in 
terms of matter and factual existence. The position a natal body occupies 
on one's chart is real and concrete. That planet was at that degree when 
you were born. It is an authentic piece of your life history. Before this 
point simply cannot be the same as after it, for this would deny its reality, 
both as a piece of history, and as matter. 

When using a wider orb one thing that happens is that transits of the 
outer planets can take several years. Now if we seek to impose pre- 
conceived ideas about how astrology ought to work onto transits then 
this might seem a problem. Several years can seem ‘too long’. In my 
experience any transit is at its most powerful in the early stages. It is, 
after all, the beginning of things that tends to be the most crucial. With 
the longest transits — those of ¥ and B — the most noticeable expres- 
sions generally come in the first round of contact. Thereafter we are 
more acclimatized to the energy, and the effects are generally less in evi- 
dence in our lives. 

In order to give an idea of how each planet works both at the thresh- 
old and over the remaining 5°, I have produced the following guide. Ob- 
viously, given the space available, this can be no more than a thumbnail 
sketch. The information needs supplementing, in particular, with a thor- 
ough understanding of each planetary principle. 


e at Threshold: For reasons unknown, this planet can be difficult to 
discern in its two transiting modes. At any rate, the communications 
principle with its many forms of expression, both natural and tech- 
nological, should be notably strong at threshold, producing a busy, 
energized feel. 
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% in the remaining 5°: Transport, contacts and communications are 
to the fore, and should now be reasonably free-flowing. This is a 
time for exchange of information, and dealings with others according 
to our purpose. 


Q at Threshold: Feminine energies in abundance, perhaps over- 
abundance. Tension or conflict in Venusian matters, whether femi- 
nine health, personal relationships, finances or artistic pursuits. 


@ in the remaining 5°: Feminine energies are less in evidence 
though still present. This is a time for more relaxed and less intense 
expressions of this planet. 


¢ at Threshold: A strongly energized and masculine feel. In addi- 
tion to its associations with war, o’ rules many masculine professions 
requiring physical strength and/or mechanical ability. These come 
into focus in an intense way at the threshold. Conflicts and rivalry 
between or involving men are possible. 


o& in the remaining 5°: Masculine energies are still in evidence, 
though now less intense. More subtle and hard-to-recognize expres- 
sions of o now hold sway. Look for it in everyday features of life 
such as eating, keeping fit and recreation. 


\ at Threshold: Authoritative male figures, especially concerning 
law and morality are in evidence. Sports and activities involving 
sliding, gliding, hurling and flying are prominent. Matters to do with 
water and rain may be significant. There is an intense, frictional and 
over-the-top feeling in these and other typically Jovian areas. 


\ in the remaining 5°: There is still a focus on the above matters, 
but it is now less noticeable. Look for \+ in areas such as male sexu- 
ality and fertility, religion, study and anything concerning official- 
dom and formality. 


+ at Threshold: Intensely repressive and authoritarian energies are 
felt at this time. Frustrations, delays and obstacles of all sorts may 
impede one's progress. The ill will or bloody-mindedness of others 
may be painful to bear. The feeling is that all doors are closed and 
options are unavailable. 


\, in the remaining 5°: tends to remain oppressive, even once it 
has left the threshold, but the energies should become more tolerable. 
Boredom can be a problem. One's routine can seem dreary and un- 
derstimulating. Anything to do with older members of the family, 
especially the grandfather, can come into focus. 
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at Threshold: This is probably the most dynamic contact there is. 
Unfortunately, it tends to be freakishly and unpredictably negative. 
There may be out-of-the-blue occurrences, accidents or mishaps. 
Questions to do with honesty can arise, and there is a general sense 
of uncertainty. 


X{ in the remaining 5°: The more positive and pleasurable side of 
can emerge once the threshold is passed. There may scientific and 
astronomical/astrological pursuits; radical politics too. Gay relation- 
ships can thrive. Group pursuits and travel may be emphasized. 


¥ at Threshold: The sea, fishing, painting, Christianity, yoga; these 
and other expressions of ¥ are confused and disruptive at the thresh- 
old. There may be intense religious, poetic or artistic feelings. 
Emotions can sweep one along and there is a vulnerability to be- 
coming in thrall to others. 


¥ in the remaining 5°: Normality is usually restored, and things get 
back into proportion. Cravings and imagination die down. Now one 
can enjoy typical Neptunian pursuits with less danger to oneself. 
The creative urge is now steadier, and one's perceptions are more re- 
liable. 


P at Threshold: Power, dominance and control would seem to be 
this planet's keywords. At threshold there can be extraordinary 
power struggles, especially to do with life and death in some way. 
Matters of inviolability and the right to live one's life freely demand 
attention. At root the struggle is between freedom and the right to 
live one's life as one chooses and servitude to the controlling urges of 
others. 


PB in the remaining 5°: Regrettably, there does not seem to be a 
lighter side to P, but once the threshold is crossed its energies tend to 
be less overwhelming. One is more able to negotiate one's freedoms 
with others and to exchange views. This can be a good time to learn 


about death. 
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Richard Vetter, Sylvia Jean Smith, Lois Rodden, 
Maurice McCann & Fritz Giildner 


Richard Vetter provides some 
thoughts on birth-time rectification: 

At first sight, with superficial rea- 
soning, the rectification, or correction, 
of a given birth time seems appropri- 
ate and necessary: We certainly do 
need an exact and reliable basis for 
any astrological interpretation. How- 
ever, none of the diverse methods of 
rectification provides the desired 
safety or assurance; each rests upon a 
shaky, theoretical basis. Moreover, 
different techniques invariably lead to 
different results, from which, more or 
less arbitrarily, the "most fitting” 
eventually gets selected. I principally 
mistrust every rectification unless the 
difference from the given time only 
amounts to a couple minutes and/or 
the chart's owner did it, after long- 
time observation. 

Adjusting the birth time by several 
hours (which isn't such an unusual 
practice) is an absurdity. When this 
occurs, the thorough, imaginative rec- 
tifier tends to construct adventurous 
theories about the process of certifi- 
cation, about how and why the time 
could have been wrongly recorded or 
transmitted. Parents and relations 
sometimes assist in producing such 
fantasies: the longer the period of ad- 
justment, the more colorful are the 
myths that get built around the cir- 
cumstances of the birth. 

When in doubt I always prefer to 
use the officially given time. Al- 
though this may be considered as my 
natural % reaction to authority, my 
primary reason is actually scientific 
objectivity. In Germany, and in most 
other countries where the time of birth 
is routinely recorded, the personnel 
employed in hospitals, clinics and 


registrar's offices provide the most 
credible and authentic records. 

Why should they be otherwise? In 
almost every case these times were 
recorded close to the actual birth, and 
they are neutral and unbiased. These 
institutions just aren't interested in 
providing misinformation. 

Certainly, calculating the different 
birth time variants nourishes our de- 
molished self-esteem; those long and 
complicated sequences of "hits" are 
really impressive, they strengthen our 
pride in what we do. The listings of 
close aspects look solid and grounded; 
they furnish our daily work with some 
scientific paint. The entries re-vitalize 
our ego (so badly weakened by statis- 
tical failures) since here we have un- 
questionable empirical data, concrete 
facts from the individual's biography! 
The juggling with figures gives us the 
illusion that our construct of knowing 
is provable; the demonstration makes 
it obvious to everyone that astrology 
is truly erected on reason, not on 
vague theories and speculations. 

Yet, upon some closer inspection 
we are forced to realize that this kind 
of proof is a circular one; no statement 
can prove its own premise. Funda- 
mentally, a complete and whole para- 
digm like our ancient wisdom of the 
stars can be neither refuted nor denied 
from outside; therefore statistical in- 
vestigations of astrology's truth in- 
evitably have to fail. So why are we 
so desperate, why is our inner astro- 
logical self so heavily wounded, why 
do we need those attempts of legitimi- 
zation? Isn't it science that has to jus- 
tify its thoughts and deeds in face of 
manifold ecological disasters? In 
astrology we can't equate symbol and 
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event; that would be a false simplifi- 
cation of the archetypes’ diversity and 
multiplicity. | Our system doesn't 
function according to a mathematical 
diagram of y = mx’ + b; we don't have 
exact connections between cause and 
effect as there are in classical physics! 
We are dealing with creation's pri- 
mordial principles, which are essen- 
tially multi-layered and ambiguous. 
As astrology's cosmic wisdom can 
never be grasped completely by any- 
one, it is my opinion that much more 
modesty would be appropriate. The 
study of astrology is a life-long proc- 
ess — this is so for even the greatest 
teacher, the study of it doesn't come to 
an end. One can never know the exact 
meaning of any astrological configu- 
ration, its definite manifestation or 
outcome, no possibility can really be 
excluded —this is our "science's" 
most frustrating and most fascinating 
aspect! 

Some astrologers invest much 
time and energy ‘correcting’ birth 
times. Wouldn't it make more sense 
to instead concentrate on an extensive 
study of the chart? In our field of 
knowledge "truth" always and only 
unveils itself intuitively, by way of an 
intense interrogation of a horoscope or 
person. The day's planetary configu- 
rations (even when no birth time is 
available) provide an abundance of 
material to discuss and consider. I 
suspect that those experts, who ab- 
stractly discuss at length questions of 
the right time, are actually avoiding 
the real-life situation of counseling: 
they are fleeing the encounter and 
confrontation with the client and his 
problems. Furthermore, I suspect 
their interpretation ability have be- 
come poor (filled with formulae and 
stereotypes), that they have lost their 
sensitivity and imagination. 

A final point even makes me an- 
gry: It seems those specialists in birth- 
time rectification are unable to handle 
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astrology's implications of destiny. 
They subconsciously fail to accept 
facts simply put down "from above", 
they blasphemously usurp the Crea- 
tor's role. In a sort of obsession (or 
psychic inflation, egotism) they want 
to manipulate, to shake the Tree of 
Life; like the Fates they want to direct 
the future's threads themselves, to feel 
life's currents running through their 
fingers — in doing so they are abus- 
ing their knowledge about the higher 
things. We should respect the exis- 
tential powers that are intrinsically 
interwoven with astrology (which isn't 
just a funny and tricky psychology) 
and deal with them cautiously. Sub- 
jects like health and death should not 
be played with. Instead of stirring up 
the different birth times in a big pot, 
we should use the horoscope at hand 
and let it speak to us. 

—Berlin, Germany 


Sylvia Jean Smith writes: 

The subject of time accuracy has 
been, and will continue to be, an issue 
to astrologers. With an extensive 
background in the field of Nursing, in 
both of the capacities of staff and 
management positions, added to my 
present involvement in astrology, my 
own awareness of the time factor and 
its accuracy is doubly acute. I have 
been in the midst of that delivery 
when assisting that new-born into a 
safer place from an unsafe place or 
position within the mother was top 
priority, and when the recording of the 
birth-time fell to third or fourth place 
on that priority list. I have, on occa- 
sions too numerous to mention, been 
involved in acute emergencies, burns, 
accidents, cardiac arrests, knifings, 
etc., and believe me, there was no 
person free to stand with a stop-watch 
and record times. Estimated times 
were often used, or at least built 
around times of administered medica- 


tions recorded by the IV personnel, 
who did record times. We knew what 
time we arrived on the scene, and 
what time key personnel arrived, and 
what time the victims came through 
the doors, but the sense of time during 
many events held the same analogy as 
a repeating gun as it is fired. The 
event went by quickly, or it seemed 
that way, and then there were other 
matters to be dealt with. 

To illustrate, I have a fresh expe- 
rience to relate that will show differ- 
ent perceptions of time by those in- 
volved in a simple day-surgery proce- 
dure, This may only add to our woes. 

Elective Day-Surgery generally 
always involves a minor procedure 
that takes up to a half-hour to com- 
plete, no complications are antici- 
pated, and your health appears to be 
good enough for you to walk in during 
the morning and walk back out again 
before the end of the day. You are 
called in for the work-up of blood 
tests, x-rays and ECG a couple of 
days prior, given a pre-op instruction 
sheet and told what time to report to 
the admitting office on the day of sur- 
gery. They may or may not tell you 
what time you are booked for surgery, 
but if you ask, they will tell you. Its 
very simple and straight-forward. 

For several weeks, I knew that I 
was booked for minor day-surgery. I 
was to come to the unit at 11 AM, 
June 17, 1999, and the surgery was 
slated for 1 PM. By June 14, when I 
went for the work-up, everything was 
still the same. On June 16, it appar- 
ently all changed. I was out for a few 
hours, and when I returned, my part- 
ner relayed a message that I was to 
report to the hospital at 09:45 AM 
instead of 11 AM. I question "Why?" 
am told they didn't say, and that the 
why question was not asked. Its late, 
I don't call to question, and I report as 
instructed at the new time the follow- 
ing morning. I learn at that time that 
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my surgery is now slated for 11:45 
AM instead of 1 PM. This is cool. 
The whole day might not be shot after 
all. Time-wise, this is just the begin- 
ning. 

This is not just a medical event, it 
is also a social event. I find myself 
back in a familiar arena where I 
worked, seeing old colleagues, and 
yes, many of the staff were people 
who had worked on the Unit I had 
managed, so the time passed quickly 
in the care of people who knew me 
and who wished me well. But wait, I 
am being wheeled from Day Care to 
the OR and the clock says 10:55 AM. 
— this is strange, surely I am not to 
lie in the OR corridor for the next 45 
minutes, although this could happen. 
But do I? Of course not. I am not left 
unattended for long. This boy comes 
up beside my stretcher with a chart in 
his hand. (I would have pegged him 
for Grade 12, or Ist year University), 
and introduces himself as the Anaes- 
thetist, and it is 11 AM, and that is the 
time recorded on the anaesthetic rec- 
ord of my chart, when my anaesthetic 
began. In actual fact, according to the 
clock in the OR theatre, the needle 
went into my vein and I slipped off to 
Neptune land at 11:11 AM. 

The actual surgery, as recorded on 
the OR record, began at 11:20 AM, 
nine minutes later. Since the anaes- 
thetist does give the "thumbs-up" for 
when everything can begin, and there 
is gowning, gloving, draping and 
painting (not necessarily in that order) 
to take place before the surgeon has 
scalpel in hand, nine minutes is rea- 
sonable in this case, give or take a 
minute or two. The time when the 
anaesthetic ended is recorded as 11:2? 
- the last number impossible to read, 
but this was an approximate 8-10 mi- 
nute procedure. Thus we have a short 
actual lesson about recorded times in 
Day Surgery. 

My partner was notified at 1:51 
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PM that I was ready to be taken home 
— this time recorded on the tele- 
phone. This person, who is deemed 
responsible to drive you safely home, 
has just spent the past few hours 
imagining the worst, and waiting for 
the call that will confirm his wildest 
thought. Emotionally, he is probably 
no more fit to drive than the expectant 
father who backs out of the driveway 
leaving his very pregnant wife stand- 
ing on the front porch. If he had to be 
reminded to stop for a red light on the 
way to the hospital, and to not drive 
over curbs, how is his state of mind 
now? But, he came, I walked to the 
car, and was safely home by about 
2:40 PM. 

Instead of going directly to my 
bed, as any wise person would, I sat in 
my kitchen to have a much-needed 
cup of coffee. I picked up the news- 
paper to glance at what I might have 
missed in the world on this day. As I 
turned to page four, I began to feel 
very strange. I was about to faint. I 
then did what I knew should be done, 
I edged off the chair and lay flat on 
the floor. (Why not? You're going to 
end up there anyway, so you make the 
choice on how you get there.) My 
partner ran for a pillow for under my 
head (place of preference is under the 
feet), and I asked for a wet face cloth. 
Hot or cold was clarified, and I lay 

s CB there for a few 
minutes wiping 
oo my face with the 
cool wet cloth. I 
then got up and 
went to my bed. 
But, do you 
know what? I forgot to note the time 
when this fainting spell occurred... 
priorities eh? 
—Blackburn Hamlet, Ontario 


94 


Lois Rodden responds to Shelagh 
Kendal's NASA article in XIII: 4: 

Research on NASA often gives a 
starting date of October 1, 1958, 
Washington, DC. The dates of “be- 
ginnings” are often a point of interest, 
as so many origins are incremental. 
May I please share the information 
that I have on NASA for future refer- 
ence? 

Harry Shoaf was chief engineer of 
the Moon Shot and designer of the 
lunar-bug, the first vehicle to travel on 
the Moon. Harry was a client for 
years and became a dear personal 
friend. While visiting him in Florida, 
he took me into the Space Center, and 
I also saw the blast-off of a space 
shot. As an astrologer, naturally I 
quizzed Harry on the beginnings of 
NASA. He was employed by NACA 
(National Advisory Commission for 
Aeronautics), which pre-dated NASA, 
and which began on March 3, 1915, 
8:00 AM EST, Hampton, VA, 
76W21, 37NOS. Harry began his en- 
gineering career with NACA was one 
of the original guys shooting off rock- 
ets out in the desert, along with Von 
Braun and others. 

President Eisenhower signed the 
bill for NASA on July 29, 1958, 9:36 
PM EDT, Washington, DC. I did not 
get this information from Harry but 
from a book by Heinz Antoni, /ntro- 
duction to Trines in Political Astrol- 
ogy. 

Harry said that on September 30, 
1958, his job was working for NACA, 
and on October 1, 1958, the name was 
changed and it was now NASA. 
Nothing else was any different, just 
the name. They were still located in 
Hampton, Virginia at that time. I 
asked Harry what time he went to 
work in the morning. This was in 
1981 and Harry did not specifically 
remember but he figured that work 
began at 8:00 AM. 

—Yucaipa, California 


Maurice McCann writes: 

I just received the latest issue of 
Considerations this morning and 
would like to take this opportunity to 
reply to Prier Wintle's letter in it. 

While researching through Alan 
Leo's books and magazines in the 
Urania Trust's library a few years ago, 
I did not come across any evidence 
whatsoever that Leo had carried out 
any kind of work or research into the 
"orbs of aspects". He did not even 
hint or present any indications that 
"the orbs of aspects" had been tested. 
There were no work notes showing 
how he had arrived at his conclusions. 

In my letter published in Consid- 
erations, vol XIV, no 1, I quoted Alan 
Leo: "I do not profess to know for 
certain where the truth lies, but my 
opinion is that the orbs vary consid- 
erably for each aspect." See para- 
graph 3. 

As I pointed out in that letter, all 
of Leo's works have now been 
scanned and will be on sale, I have 
been told, on CD. This will make it 
much easier for anyone who wishes to 
check for him or herself whether he 
had carried out any kind of organized 
testing/research into his "orbs of as- 
pects”. 

I will personally be very interested 
if anyone can produce evidence of 
Leo's research in this area, or in any 
other area of astrology for that matter. 

—London 


Professor Fritz Giildner writes 
about rocks and stocks: 

Reading with great interest the re- 
cent articles in Considerations on how 
to win on the stock market with the 
help of astrology, I remembered a 
much easier and faster method to 
make gains in this way. This was 
discovered by an acquaintance of 
ours, Khun Jilaporn, who had devel- 
oped the modem village Sai Fon, 
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where my wife and I lived, just ten 
minutes’ drive away from the Univer- 
sity of Khon Kaen in the North-East 
of Thailand. Her great wealth allowed 
Khun Jilaporn to live a life of leisure, 
but she would have none of it. She 
expertly administrated our village, and 
— in desperate need of more excite- 
ment — played the stock market, 
which after a long period of growth 
and easy profits had entered a more 
volatile phase. As a devout Buddhist, 
she regularly visited a temple to make 
merit and pray for her and her family's 
good life to continue. This temple has 
as a special feature a room with a 
middle-sized rock, which is controlled 
by the spirit of a "Ruesee". A Ruesee 
is an eremite, usually depicted as an 
old man in white robes with white hair 
and a long white beard, who lives 
alone in the forest and is happy to 
receive visitors who seek advise for 
the various problems of life. Long 
ago, before his departure from this 
World, the Ruesee of Khun Jilaporn's 
favourite temple had been given per- 
mission by the abbot to continue his 
wise counselling on the grounds of the 
temple with the help of the rock. Any 
querent can now come and — after 
due obeisance — can ask the spirit of 
the Ruesee questions which are an- 
swerable with "Yes" or "No". If the 
answer is "Yes", the rock is easy to 
lift, but if it is a "No", the rock does 
not move an inch, it becomes so 
heavy that the strongest men are un- 
able to lift it. It is a strange experi- 
ence indeed, when during a series of 
questions, the rock may alternatively 
be very light or become totally un- 
liftable. The usual questions are of 
course the same as astrologers get 
them all the time: "Will I marry this 
year? Ruesee says "No" (rock impos- 
sible to lift)," Will I marry next year?" 
Rock is suddenly very light: "YES!" 
One day, Khun Jilaporn arrived at 
the temple in a state of great concern. 
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Apart from worries about her son 
("will he pass his examination? Will 
he be accepted to study at Khon Kaen 
University?"), she was very anxious 
about a certain stock in which she had 
heavily invested. Would it be better 
to hold on to it or to sell? Should she 
ask the Ruesee about such matters? 
Would he become angry? Also, the 
Ruesee had died some hundred years 
ago. At that time there was no stock 
market in Thailand. How could the 
Ruesee possibly know about such 
things? After some hesitation, she 
took the plunge and asked: “Shall I 
sell?" The rock was light. Double 
confirmation: "Shall I hold on to it?" 
Rock could not be lifted! The advice 
was clear enough, but Khun Jilaporn 
was still not sure. Nevertheless, she 
went back to Khon Kaen and in- 
structed her broker in Bangkok to sell 
the stock immediately. On the very 
next day, it's price spiralled down into 
the cellar! The Ruesee was right. The 
monks were in awe. They knew that 
“their” Ruesee possessed great wis- 
dom, but that he also kept up to date 
with modern economical matters and 
the stock market was incredible! 

Since then, Khun Jilaporn has 
been going for many, many trips to 
the temple, her limousine replete with 
relatives and friends. Although she 
kindly invited us to accompany her, it 
somehow never worked out. This 
goes to show that people with a strong 
5" House and a strong 5" Lord (Khun 
Jilaporn!) tend to succeed with chil- 
dren, romance and "investments", 
whereas those with weak 5" House 
and 5“ Lord, such as myself, have 
little chance in this respect. I have ¥ in 
the House, opposing the exalted, but 


highly malefic $ (Lord 6). Lord 5 9, 
although well placed in 9, is threat- 
ened by an exalted, but malefic o* 
(Lord 12). I have no children and 
most of my romances have been tor- 
menting, hilarious, and full of illu- 
sions and unfulfilled expectations. 
All investments I have ever made 
went bust, despite much deliberation, 
learning from "analysts" and reading 
the Economist. I have even forgotten 
the name of this temple, which is just 
as well, as I am not authorised to re- 
veal it. However, there are a number 
of temples in Thailand that have rocks 
with similar powers. Whoever plans 
to go to this beautiful country for a 
holiday and is blessed with a strong 
5th House will surely find one. Im- 
portantly, do not forget your cell 
phone. And test the spirit of the local 
Ruesee with a minor investment first. 
Also, promise the spirit a gift as a 
reward for correct answers, which 
must be in proportion to your profit, 
e.g. a large wooden or brass elephant, 
a horse or a donation for the temple as 
a symbol of your gratitude for correct 
advice. Thousands of carved animals 
and figurines of all sizes surround the 
shrines of powerful spirits, they are a 
remarkable sight. 

Finally, I asked Khun Jilaporn for 
some hard-core statistics. How often 
had "her" Ruesee been correct so far? 
She estimated at least 80 %. So there 
can be some failures! K. N. Rao gave 
the same figure for correct predictions 
made by highly experienced Vedic 
astrologers, who, however, need days 
for a good analysis — in contrast to 
the one minute or less needed to try to 
lift a rock. 

—Durban, South Africa 
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Who ? 


Ruth Baker, a regular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, 
teaches the highly regarded Qualifying Horary Diploma course. Her arti- 
cles have appeared in many publications. She lives on the Essex coast in 
England 


Helen Best is an English astrologer working with new ideas in technique. 
She makes predictions in order to demonstrate particular methods. Helen is 
a member of several astrological societies, a regular contributor to journals, 
and also runs her own in-the-mail course on lunation prediction. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Jim Haynes' first love was fiction writing and he has had several stories 
published. Appropriately, this Hollywood astrologer works in the Sidereal 
Zodiac. Several years ago Jim dropped his clientele to concentrate on 
earthquake research, a subject close to home for many of those who live in 
Los Angeles. 


Margaret Millard M. D. has now retired from her medical practice in 
Maine and lives near Gloucester in England. Her books include Caye Notes 
of a Medical Astrologer and The Genetics of Astrology. 


Jaroslav Mixa is, he says, "by hobby a medical astrologer. In successfully 
determining the appropriate date for my sixth successive case of heart sur- 

gery, I passed the examination for becoming a medical astrologer. As con- 
firmation, I successfully experienced the same surgery myself, being oper- 

ated on the day I previously elected." Jaroslav lives in Kladno, Czechoslo- 

valia and was awarded the Kepler memorial medal in 1972. 


Andrew Patterson is a mining engineer who lives in Johannesburg. Other 
thought-provoking articles by Dr. Patterson appeared in Considerations V1: 
3, VI: 1, EX: 1 and XIII: 2. 


Dennis Saunders is a Homeopath, a Naturopath, an Osteopath, and a very 
fine, experienced astrologer. Dr. Saunders lives in Johannesburg and has 
been “into astrology for the past 44 years." He is an honorary life member 
of the Astrological Association of South Africa, having taught most of the 
members in the school he ran from 1975 to 1985. 


Isaac Starkman lives in Tel Aviv, Isracl. He is the long-time collaborator 
and co-author with Alexander Marr. Isaac specializes in rectification and is 
the creator of the software package Polaris. 
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